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al AY tine: veut weg fase: PRAYER 


i Let noble thoughts come fo us from every side 

i ae nde Rigveda 1% RE ATEN mat 

EO queer SR: CAAT | 

AREA ATAN U 

| | | Whatever | do by my body, 

! | | speech, mind, senses, intellect, 
soul, or by the bent of my nature 


— all that | dedicate to the 
_ Supreme Narayana. 
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Penance consists in the fortitude with which the pain that | 
falls to one's lot is borne and in the avoidance of causing | 
pairi to sentient beings. This is the substance of penance, | 
nothing else. 5 

k*k $ 
| Blessed is he who is qualified for penance. To those who | | 
$ undertake it without being truly qualified penance is mere | 
|  profitless travail. y 
3 * kk E 
E Those who have not renounced the worldly life must | 
have perhaps kept out of the order of ascetics only to be 
- able to look after those who undergo privations for 
EC penance's sake. 
4 te te es 

The gold in the furnace shines the more it is in the fire.So |! - 

do they who suffer in order to chasten their spirit, shine the im 
- more resplendently for the pain that they willingly bear. — E 
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Sl He who has acquired mastery over his self is the object of 
| universal worship. : 








— From Tirukkural, A Tamil Classic 
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DIVINE INTEGRATORS: 2 


Whenever there is a decline of 
righteousness and rise of unrighteousness, 
O Bharata (Arjuna), 1 body Myself forth. 


ft A 
r 


Basavaraja 


Century) 


B Asavaraja is not called 

the founder but the reformer 
of Virasaiva Lingayat cult. He 
was the Chief Minister under a 
small Prince during his youthful 
career but the court intrigues 
proved very disgusting for a 












"2 mu i 





straightforward | person like him. 


Basava'. was taken to be an in- 
carnationof Nandi, the vehcile 
of Siva. He was ably assisted by 
his nephew, Channa Basava; in 
all the religious reforms he 
undertook. 


- Basava was born in awvillage, 
Bagewadi about 25 miles from 
Bijapur in Mysore State. At an 
early age he attained proficien- 
cy in the Shastras and exceiled 
in religious discussions, adop- 
ting the Socratic way in his 
harangues. He took the 
Virasaiva diksha from an emi- 
nent saint of his times, whom he 
worshipped with great zeal. The 
Guru blessed his new disciple 
and predicted a great future for 
„him. 


` Basava gave up his family, - 
turned a recluse and wandered 
. Spreading the Virasaiva sect, in- 
troducing a new form of worship 
of Siva amongst the masses. He 
was ‘responsible for- converting 
many atheists by his alchemy of 
faith, and preached love of all 
people. He performed many 
miracles, which were recorded 
by - the contemporary Telugu 
poet, Palakariki Somananth in 
his Basava Purana. 


Basaveshwara, as he is most 
endearingly known in Kar- 
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nataka, is a great reformist 
force, standing very favourable 
comparison with Protestantism 
in the West. In his appeal to the 
people, he wanted all recondite 
Sanskritic expressions and 
scholarly statements to be 
removed and people addressed 
and spoken to ina language that 
could go directly to their hearts. 
His vachanas are famous all 
Over Karnataka and they have 
been set to music and sung by 
supreme artists. 


The humanitarian zeal that 
characterises Basava's teaching, 
his great concern for humanity 
and his greater concern with the 
“here and now” rather than in 
something “hereafter”, are 
things that cannot miss anyone’s 
attention. 


An elaborate philosophy is 
woven around his teachings and 
the many strands of his Bhakti 
and Siva cult. His cult of Siva 
Sharana is well known in Kar- 
nataka. Kudala Sangama, his 
Ishta Devta, resounds through 


the songs and sayings composed 


by him and many other 
followers of his. 


Indian tradition quotes a 
Pasage from Basava which is 


. characteristic of his extraor- 
- dinary way of thinking as it is so 
Very persuasive: 






E eC. E 
=- CC-0. Mum 


w o P. 


3 — 

eei 

meer Se 
"Ripa 





- 
e. 


O. ID AGN CATAS c ITA | 


“A lamb brought to the 





ukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Dig 


A ES FORA Xo m A 





> jgeocoGoSececococosocacego COMOROS CRORES UR 
e 2 ARE C ON toot Oe OR C A De Q^ CI OR OI x e 
AMI am tcm m 


slaughter house eats the garland 
of leaves with: which it is 
decorated... A frog in the mouth 
of a snake desires to swallow 
the fly flying near its mouth. 
Such is our life. The men con- 
demned to die, drink milk and 
ghee..." 7 


“He who knows only the Gita 
is not wise nor is he who only 
knows the sacred books. He on- 
ly is wise who trusts in God.” 


“When they see a serpent 
carved in stone, they pour milk 
on it. If a real serpent comes, 
they say ‘kill, kill.” 


“To speak Truth is to be in | 


heaven, to speak untruth is to 
continue in the world of mor- 
tals. Cleanliness is 
uncleanliness is hell." 


"Sweet words are equal to 
prayers. Sweet words are equal 
to all penances. Good behaviour 
is what pleases God.. kindness is 
the root of all righteousness. 
Those who have riches build 
temples for Thee. What shall | 
build? | am poor; my legs are 
pillars, this body of mine is Thy 
temple!” 


His message to posterity 
comes like a beacon-light. 


Sponsored by “Indramani Mandelia Parmarth Kosh” EN 
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An Active Life 
: and 
God-realization — 2 















een. an active life is 
| EE Un inconsistent with God- 
realization, either as a means to 
- it or as a result of it, is clearly 
shown by the Gita. 


However, we must never 
_ forget that activity is a way of 
E . life and not the goal of life Ac- 
j vil is a means and God — or 
je. ES  Self-realization is the goal, 
| uv "where activity finds its 
EC fulfilment. “All work ends or 
fin nds its fulfilment in 
Knowledge,” says the Gita — 


ss —Sarvam. karma akhilam jnane 


> - pari-samapyate (IV. 33). 
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Swami Mukhyananda 
















eternal nature, immortal 
beyond birth and death, and the © 
abode of peace and bliss, while .. 
our temporal association with 
the body is afflicted with limita- - 
tions and the pairs of opposites ` 
(dvandva-s) such as pleasure and - 
pain, life and death, health ad © 
disease, beauty and ugliness, - 


-— 


youth and old age. p 
Nature of God: & God- 3 
Realization E 


^ > 


We must have a clear idea of . 
God and God-realization. Very 
often people think of God as an 
Almighty Person who, sitting in - 

. some Heavenly Abode, rules the 
Universe, AE have to please: 
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Him with our good deeds, obe- 
dience to His will, and prayers 
etc. and be in His good books. 


This may be all right as a 
beginning in religious life. As 
long as we are body-conscious, 
we can think of God as a Person 
with all blessed qualities only. 
But God has His trans-personal 
aspect as the all-pervading 
Spiritual Truth hidden in the 
Heart of all beings and entities, 
whom we can discover in 
ourselves by properly oriented 
efforts. 


We have to advance from the 
Personal and the defined to the 
trans-personal and the universal, 
and understand the true import 
of God-realization as indicated 
in the' truly spiritual scriptures 
(Sat-Shastra-s) and the lives of 
the realized saints. 


The Upanishads again and 
again declare that God is the In- 
finite Spiritual Reality which is 
of the nature of Pure Existence- 
Conscious-Bliss, — Ananta-Sat- 
Chit-Ananda Brahman — (!) and 
it is in the Heart of all beings as 
the ever-present intimate inner 
Self or Atman?) The whole 
universe too is nothing but a 
manifestation of the all- 
pervading Supreme Brahman 
idam vishvam 
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Upanishad, II. 2.11). 


As such it is not necessary to 
go anywhere in search of God, 
who is equidistant 
everywhere, i.e. He is the 
nearest of the near as our very 
inmost Self. We have to look 
within the order our external life 
in terms of our own inner higher 
nature. Every type of activity we 
are engaged in can be 
transformed into a means of 
God-realization or 
manifestaiton of our Divinity 
within if we do it in a spirit of 
dedication and worship. Says 
the Gita (XVIII. 46) “From 
whence is the evolution of the 
universe and its beings, by 
whom all this universe is pervad- 
ed, worshipping Him with one’s 
own duty,a man attains Perfec- 
tion." It does not put any restric- 
tion on the: type of work one 
should perform, nor does it 
stipulate that a person profess- 
ing a particular religion alone 
will attain Perfection, but Man 
as such. Its message is universal 
to mankind as a whole irrespec- 
tive of time or place. 


The Gita, which emerged in 


-the midst of life's intense activi- 


ty, is a perennial guide for us to 
live in God and conduct our ac- 


tivities of life with poise and . 


equanimity, whatever be the cir 
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cumstances of life.and environ- 
ment. Gandhiji, who was in- 
tensely active in public life, 
always relied on the Gita for 
guidance. 


What is God-realization or at- 
taining Perfection according to 
the Gita? Is it a vision of some 
divine form and going to a 
heavenly place after death? The 


vision of a divine form mày be. 


there if one's inclination and 
sadhana is in that direction, or 
as in the case of the vishvarupa- 
darshana (the vision of the 
Universal Form) by Arjuna, it 
may be conferred on a sadhaka. 
It is not that the infinite Divine 
which manifests all the universe 
and its beings with. names and 
forms cannot appear in a par- 
ticular Divine Form meditated 
upon by the devotee. Several 
great saints had visions of 
Divirie Forms and Sri 
Ramakrishna in our own times 


- had several vivid visions of 
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Divine Forms. But the ge- 
nuineness of a divine vision is at- 
tested only if it transforms the 


life and character of the person: ` 


He sees the same God in all and 


- his mind is broadened to include 
all 


beings in its love. He 
develops an equanimous at- 
titude under all circumstances. 
If even after the divine vision, a 


' _ person remains subject to at- 
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tachments and aversions (Raga- 
dvesha), it cannot be genuine 
divine vision, but only an image 
conjured up by his heated im- 
agination. 


In fact, without being 
established in spiritual virtues 
and the tranquillity of the mind, 
the Divine vision or the 
manifestation of the Divinity 
within will not be possible at all 
(cf. Katha Up., |. 2.24). Accor- 
ding to the Gita, the perfection 
of character, the acquirement of 
poise and equanimity in the 
midst of all the dualities 
(dvanda-s) of life, and working 
steadily without attachment, 
and facing all the circumstances 
unmoved (Yasmin sthito na 
duhkena gurunapi vicalyate — 
VI. 22) is the characteristic of a 
man of realization. It declares 


(Il. 15): “That calm and steady 


man who is the same in pain and 
pleasure, whom these cannot 
disturb, alone is able, O Arujna, 
to attain to immortality.” 


1. Satyam-Jnanam-Anantam 
Brahma; Yo veda nihitam 
guhayam parame-vyoman. 
(Taittiriya Up., 11.1) 


2. Yat  sakshat  aparokshat 
brahma ya atma sarvan- 
tarah (Brihadaranyaka 
Up., Ill. 4.1) 


(To be Contd.) — m 
43 073 
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Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 


Ss — .- Rafiq Zakaria | = = 










{T - the historic A.I.C.C. Gowalia Tank Maidan, Gandhiji - 
“session which met on in Bombay. Maulana Abul 

August 8 and 9 in 1942 at Kalanj Azad presided. He had $ 
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The life-story of Mecca-born Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
who threw himself into India's freedom struggle fighting 
against heavy odds is as fascinating.as it is inspiring. A ver- 
satile writer presents it here within a brief compass 
touching all the facts of a glorious life that ended on a sad- 


note. This article had earlier appeared' in the Congress 
centenary issue of the 'Bhavan's Journal’ of Dec. 31, 1985. 
The article bears repetition because ot its comprehen- 
siveness and balanced assessment of a great man's life. 





been the Congress President 
since 1940 and had been guiding 
its activities through these 
momentous years. He continued 
to be the President until the eve 
of Independence and was the 
main spokesman of the Con- 
gress during the Cripps Mission 
of 1942 and. the British Cabinet 
Mission in 1946. Not many of 
the younger generation know 
about him; but he was one of 
the pillars of our freedom strug- 
gle, who was highly respected 
by Gandhiji and admired by 
Pandit Nehru. 

Born in Mecca, in 1888 the 
Maulana came to India 1890 as 
a child. The best part of his for- 
mative years were spent in 


— Calcutta which saw the flower- 
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ing of his genius. In 1916, he was 


-to meet Gandhiji in Calcutta but 
= Somehow the meeting did not 


materialise. Thereafter. -Azad 
was arrested by the British for 
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his seditious writings and kept in 
jail at Ranchi for four years. On 
his release in January 1920 the 
meeting between the Mahatma 
and the Maulana took place. 
They took to each other at once 
and the friendship lasted. until 
the martyrdom of Gandhiji. Few 
companionships were so fruit- 
ful; still fewer, which could 
withstand the stresses and 
strains of the times. A peep into 
the Maulana's life will reveal 
the steady growth and develop- 


"ment of his leadership, and the 


battles which he fought to live 
up to his principles. 


In every movement which 
Gandhiji started, whether it was 
the Non-cooperation movement 
of 1920-21, or the Salt 
Satyagraha movement of 1930 
or the Civil Disobedience move- 
ment of 1932 or the Quit India 
movement of 1942, Azad was 
always in the forefront and suf- — 
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fered many years in jail. Next to 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, his 
was the longest period of in- 
carceration in British prisons 








La 


: E. Y v t f. = a 
Azad speaking at the India 
~ House in London (1955) 
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am unwilling to lose even the 
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among our topmost leaders. He 
became the Congress President 
first at the early age of 35 — the 
youngest man to adorn the 
Presidential Chair. He was again 
called upon to be at the helm of 
Congress affairs when the na- 
tional organisation was beset 
with communal problems, in par- 
ticular the Hindu-Muslim rela- 
tions which had degenerated 
due to the campaign of hate 
unleashed by Mr. M.A. Jinnah, 
President of the Muslim League. 


Two-Nation Theory Refuted 


In his Presidential Address at 
the Ramgarh session in 1940 the 
Maulana gave one of the most 
eloquent and effective replies 
to Jinnah’s "Two Nation 
Theory”. He said. 


"| am a Musalaman and am 
proud of that fact. Islam's splen- 
did traditions of thirteen hun- 
dred years are my inheritance. I 


smallest part of this inheritance. 
The teaching and history of ` 
Islam, its arts and letters and 
civilisation are my wealth and ~ 
my fortune. It is my duly to pro- 
tect them. As a Musalman I have © 
a special interest in Islamic 
religion and culture and | can- 
not tolerate any interference 
with them. But in addition to — 
these sentiments. I have others — 
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also which the realities and con- 
ditions of my life have forced 

. upon me. The spirit of Islam 
does not come in the way of 
| these sentiments, it guides and 
| helps me forward. I am proud of 
1 being an Indian. I am a part of 
| the indivisible unity that is In. 
dian nationality. i am indispen- 

sable to this noble edifice and 


without me this splendid struc- . 


ture of India is incomplete. | am 
an essential element which has 
gone to build India. I can never 
surrender this claim." 


Tracing the historical 
background of how Muslims 
became a part of India, Azad 
pointed out. 


“It was India’s historic destiny 
that human races and culture 
and religions should flow to her 

: finding a home in her hospitable 
1 soil and that many a caravan 
should find rest here. Even 
before the dawn of history these 
caravans trekked into India and 
wave after wave of newcomers 
followed. This vast and fertile 
-land gave welcome to all and 
took them to her bosom. One of 
the last of these caravans, 
_ following the footsteps of its 
- predecessors was that of the 
— followers of Islam. This came 
= — here and settled-here for good. 
This led to a meeting of the 
- culture-currents of two different 
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races. Like the Ganga and Jum- 
na, they flowed for a while 
through separate courses, but 
nature's immutable law brought 
them together and joined them 
in a sangam. This fusion was a 
notable event in history.” 


End of an “Epoch” 
To Mr. Jinnah, who wanted a 


separate homeland for the In- 
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dian Muslims, the Maulana, with 
the wealth of the knowledge of 
Islam that he possessed remind- 
ed: 


“Eleven hundred years of 
common history have enriched 
India with our common achieve- 
ment. Our languages, our 
literature, our cutlure, our art, 
our dress, our manners and 
customs, the innumerable hap- 
penings of: our daily life 
everything bears the stamp of 
our joint endeavour. There is in- 
deed no aspect of our life which 
has escaped this stamp... This 
thousand years of our joint life 
has moulded us into a common 
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nationality...’ 


On February 22, 1958, 
Maulana Azad Kalam Azad died 
and with him, as Jawaharlal 
Nehru observed, ended an 
“epoch” in India’s history which 
had been brightened by his 
"luminous intelligence and 
mighty intellect.” 


- The Maulana was an uncom- 
mon man — not only extraor- 
dinary but precocious. He had 
no formal education but, at the 
age of ten, he had mastered 
both Arabic and Urdu and ac-; 
quired proficiency in Persian. 
Later, he learnt English with the 
help of some guide books and 
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could read and write in it easily 
but he rarely spoke it. 


Mecca-born | 

Azad's father, the late 
Maulana Khairuddin who was 
not only a religious divine, but a 
man of light and learning, had 
migrated in about 1870 to Mec- 
ca in search of spiritual 
enlightenment; and it was in 
that holy city in 1888 in a house 
opposite Babul Islam, that Firoz 
Bakht — the name given to 
Azad by his parents — was born. 


Many stoires are told about 
Azad's childhood — 


reacted to situations, how he 
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Azad addressing a conference 
of educationists. (1955) 
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how he. 





repeated what he heard, and 
how he remembered what he 
saw, all pointing to the fact that 
the child had a prodigious 
memory and an exceptionally 
perceptive mind. 


When Azad was about four 
years old, his father returned to 
India for medical treatment: A 
year later, the rest of his family 
joined him and they all settled 
in their old surroundings in 
Calcutta. A few months 
thereafter the Maulana lost his 
mother, bringing early in his life, 
as he put it, “an element of 
sadness and sobriety.” 


In contrast to his mother, who 
was a model of kindness and 
tolerance. Azad's father was a 
stern man. He believed in 
casting his children — there 
were five of them, two sons and 
three daughters — in his own 
image; and, therefore, gave 
them personal instruction. 


He was also a strict 
disciplinarian and was par- 
ticular about the way his 
children talked, walked, met 
people, ate and slept, and 
behaved generally. He rarely 
allowed them to go out of the 
house and managed their educa- 
tion and training under his own 
supervision. 


- As a result, though Azad's 
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- health was spoilt, 


his mind 
became so developed that at 
the age of ten, he started 
reading the classics in Urdu, 
Arabic and Persian and used to 
finish about 10 to 15 books 
every week. Soon he was able to 
hold his own in learned gather- 
ings and between the ages of 16 
and 18, edited Lisanus Sidq from 
Calcutta, al-Nadva from Nadva 
and Vakil from Lucknow — all 
well established journals, which 
were given a new brilliance and 
force by the young Azad. 
Earlier, he-had published several 
of his poems in a journal called 
Nairange-Khayal which he 
himself had started and closed 
down after eight months. 


li 
Firoz Bakht becomes Azad 


It was at this time that he 
adopted the  takhallus or 
poetical name of Azad by which 
he became world famous. His 
poetical career was, however, 
short-lived though in Mushairas 
(poetical gatherings) he was 
always popular. One of his 
couplets reads. 


Azad bekhudi ke nasheb-o-fraz 
i dekh 


Puchi zamin ki to kahi asman ki 


(Azad looks at the twists and 


> turns of fogetfulness. | ask about * 
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the earth and I was told about 
the sky). 


In his early life, Sir Syed Ahm- 
ed Khan's writings had great ef- 
fect on Azad; and he became 
one of the ardent admirers of 
the founder of the Aligarh 
Muslim University. He was im- 
pressed by the Syed's emphasis 
on rationalism in religion and 
admired the pioneering part he 
played in encouraging Western 
education among Indian 
Muslims. He, however, did not 
approve of his politics and said 
so openly when the occasion 
came some years later. 


In 1904, Azad became ac- 
quainted with Hali and Shibli, - 
two of the greatest names in Ur- 
du literature. Both of them had 
heard of Azad and read some of 
his writings. They could not, 
therefore, believe that their 
author was a mere boy. At their 
first meeting. Hali questioned 
him about his name thrice 
before being convinced that he 
was the same man. Shibli also 
took him, at first, to be the son 
of the famous Abul Kalam 
Azad. 


Similarly, at his first public ap- 
pearance before the annual 
meeting of the Anjuman-i- 
Himayate Islam of Lahore, one ~ 


of the most powerful Muslim — — 





Pom 





1 


- 


organisations of those days, the 
audience thought that the 
young boy had come to 
deputise for the venerable and 
learned Maulana Azad. They 
were taken aback by his oration 
as soon as he began. 


These experiences were talk- 
ed about and brought country- 
wide fame to Azad, even before 
he attained the age of 18. Fur- 
ther, he spoke with the same ex- 
cellence as he wrote. The 
langugage he used was unique: 
it thrilled the people. As he 


himself admitted later, 
"whether . it was religion, 
literature, politics or the 


highways of thought, | travelled 
in every field alone... leaving the 
times so far behind that 
sometimes when | turned back to 
look around, | saw nothing but 
the dust that my own feet had 
raised behind... My speedy walk 
made blisters on my feet but it 
also cleared some of the encum- 
prances that had littered the 
road.” 


From the beginning, 
therefore, Azad was a rebel: he 
rebelled against everything that 
was irrational. This is more risky 
in religion — which was his 
earliest field — than in other 
spheres. As a result, not only his 

well-wishers but even his old 
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father, who was one of the 
foremost leaders of orthodox 
Islam in India, became alarmed. 
Persuasion was tried but proved 
ineffective. Young Azad was sad 
to disappoint his father — 
already tired and stricken by the 
premature death in 1907 of his 
elder son Abu Nasr at the young 
age of 22 years — but he could 
not compromise on beliefs. His 
father became frightened of his 
extraordinary intelligence and 
often used to remark, “too 


much intelligence often leads a ' 
man astray.” l 





EB E 

Azad knew that he was on the 
right path. He respected his 
father for his learning and piety 
and the tremendous affection in 
which he was held by thousands 
of Muslims a'l over India, but 
the old man belonged to the 
past and his son was ahead even 
of the present That was in 
essence the conflict between 
the two but it did not affect 
their relations. Each remained 
proud of the other In 1908, at 
the ripe old age of 90, Azad's 
father passed away in Calcutta, 
mourned by people not only in 
India but throughout 
Muslim world. In his Tazkira, Or 
the history of his family, Azad 
pays a glowing tribute to the 
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religious leadership of his father 
and other forebears but opines 
that family background is no 
criterion of either greatness, 
respectability or piety. 
Everyman, says Azad, must be 


tionaires and later Egypt, where 
he visited the Al-Azhar Universi- 
ty and came in touch with men 
like Sayed Jamaluddin Al- 
Afghani, the pioneer of pan- 
Islamism and Sayed Zaghul 


Pasha, the creator of modern 
Egypt. His contacts with them 
gave a new insight into the 
trends of Modern Islam. Further 


O NAAA age ete TAMANO 00090 oe ners so - m 
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judged by his words and deeds. 
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Meanwhile Azad visited first 
Iraq, where he met some revolu- 








Azad with Gandhi discussing 
Lord Wavell's proposals (1945) 
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during his travels in Turkey he 
became friendly with some of 
the leaders of the Young Turk 
` Movement founded by Ataturk 
and- then he proceeded to 
France and became acquanited 
with the West. 


He returned to India in 1910 
determined to fight British Im- 
perialism. To quote him: "In 
1911 when it was just the begin- 
ing of my public career I decid- 
ed to formulate a religion of ac- 
tion for myself... There were 
various ways open to me but I 
was anxious that I should be like 
the traveller. who has thought 
- .. over all the stages of his journey 
and knows the destination and 
not like the one who searches 
for the road and his destination 
in the midst of his travel..." 
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Power oí Pen 


p .In 1912, thereafter a mature 

and well-grounded Azad, 
entered the political field by the 
4 publication of his well-known 
= Newspaper Al-Hilal or the 
“Crescent,” from Calcutta. It 
created a sensation among 
Muslims in India and enkindled 
a new flame of independence in 
them. He called upon them to 
fight the British along with their 
Hindu brothers and made strong 
= appeal for action to his co- 
—  Feligionists in an editorial in his 
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paper dated February 26, 1913 
entitled, “A new awakening 
among Muslims.” 


The effect of his call was 
tremendous and soon his paper 
acquired an influence which 
was unparallel in Muslim affairs. 
The old leadership became 
panicky and once Azad was 
even threatened with assassina- 
tion. But his writings became 
bolder week after week and he 
perfected a sparkling style 
which was not only inimitable, 
but which became the rage of 
the time. Here is a sampling * 
from Al-Hilal of November 6, 
1914. 


“I think that if our condition, 
despite repeated warnings, has 
remained what it is today then 
there will be no wonder if the 
Muslims will soon wait on the 
Government for permission 
before entering the mosque, 
calling “azan,” saying “namaz”, 


“and fasting in the month of Ram- 


zan. Further on every Friday the 
Khatib will be anxiously stan- 
ding on the “mimbar” waiting to 
receive a telegram from Simla so 
that he may start reading his ser- 
mon.” : 


The British Government - 
became, naturally, alarmed at 
such writings, and at first 


demanded security of the paper Y: P 
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which Azad paid but later con- 
fiscated it along with the press 
in which the paper was printed, 
and which itself was an innova- 
tion in Urdu journalism. 


Thereafter, in 1915, he started 
Al-Balag which was also short- 
lived. Though its purpose was 
the same as that of Al-Hilal, 
there was a difference in ap- 
proach between the two jour- 
nals. Al-Hilal was a call for 
wordly action; Al-Balag was a 
message for spiritual introspec- 
tion. The former emphasised 
material requirements; the latter 
was a vehicle for moral uplift. 
Both were complimentary to 
each other. Together they 
brought out the personality of 
their creator and gave a picture 
of Azad at his best during those 
turbulent days. 


World War 1 


Meanwhile, the first World 
War had broken out, involving 
Turkey, a leading Muslim 
power, against the British. As 
the position of the Ottomans 
became critical. Muslim sym- 
pathics were roused in their 
favour and led to the famous 
Khilafat agitation against the 
British. Azad took full part in it; 
and was along with the Ali 
Brothers in the forefront of the 
movement. In April, 1916, he 


26 


was externed from Calcutta. He 
went to Ranchi, where after six 
months, he was interned and 
was not released until 1920. 


c 


In his political approach, right: 
from the beginning, Azad was 
not communal. He always em- 
phasised that freedom alone 
was the soiution of all our pro- 
blems. To those who said that 
India was not ripe for it and put 
forth all kinds of excuses, he 
replied! "All this is nothing but 
foolish talk. It reminds me of the 
old saying that unless a man 
knows how to swim he should 
not enter waters. if a country is 
to wait until she became mature 
and fit for freedom, then she will 
have to wait till eternity in the 
same way as that man would 
have to wait who would not 
enter waters until he knew how 
to swim." To Azad freedom was 
the birth-right of every human 
being and he was not prepared 
to compromise it for any con- 
sideration. As he declared as 
early as in 1914: "Look at me — 
l am a man in your midst who 
believes that between freedom 
and death there is no other alter- 
native." 


It was this undiluted love for 
freedom which brought Azad 
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Azad with Gandhiji and J.B. - 
Kripalani at the A-ICC session ' 
in Bombay. (1946) 


nearer to Mahatma Gandhi and 
the Indian National Congress 
and took him away from com- 
munal politics. He was in- 
capable of sectarian sympathies 
and always believed in larger 
humanities, His outlook was 
broad-based and his vision had 
no narrow compass. The Indian 
struggle for freedom came as an 
answer to his inner urge; the 
Gandhian leadership gave a new 
Purpose to it and brought the 
movement nearer to his heart's 
desire. It was like a call of his 
Own conscience; and hence 


despite pressures from different 


- Sources and even warnings from 


his friends he could not-resist it. 
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ot the Congress. He was then on- 
ly 33 years old — the youngest 
man ever to be honoured. 
Thereafter Azad's life became a 
dedication to the work of the 
Congress.and he subordinated 
everything else to it, even his 
great literary talents. 


_A Sad Turn 


With every struggle that the 
Congress waged for India’s 
freedom, his role assumed 
greater and greater importance. 
His contributions were highly 
valued by Gandhiji and Pandit 
Nehru and his advice was eager- 
ly sought by Congress workers 
throughout . the country. 










However, the greatest test of his 


— He plunged headlong in it and in 
| leadership came when Mr. M.A. 


___ 1923 was elected the President 
DECEMBER 45, 1988 
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Jinnah re-organised the All-India 
Muslim League and threw a 
challenge to the secular 
character of the Congress. and 
the composite culture of the na- 


of it. His crowded public life, in- 
cluding many years of imprison- 
ment, hardly gave him any time 
to look after his personal affairs. 

He was married, when only 12 


We do not wish to see our own faults, but take delight in 


[ |. perceiving the faults of others. Much unhappiness arises 


i, from this habit. 


tion. Though this was not a new 
challenge, Mr. Jinnah was able 
to enthuse the Muslim masses 
and to create a wide rift bet- 
ween them and the Hindus 
Maulana Azad, with his love for 
Islam, warned his co-religionists 
of the suicidal path on -which 
they were embarking but the 
westernised Mr. Jinnah had so 
hyptonised them that Azad's 
voice was not heeded. That was 
| Heed. the saddest period of his 
m ife. 


But Azad's-dream of one com- 
posite nation was shattered 
when India was divided on the 
eve of independence. He lived, 
thereafter, for a decade more, 
but as his book: India Wins 
Freedom, bears cut, he was a 

_- most unhappy man, who felt 
both frustrated and betrayed. 


IV 
— Of Azad's family life, little is 
. known and it seems he had little 
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'— Mahatma Gandhi 


years old, by his father to 
Zuleikha, the daughter of one 
Maulvi Aftabuddin of Calcutta. 
They led a happy married life, 
but unfortunately there was no 
issue. The lady was rarely; if at 
all, seen in the public and very 
few people, were acquainted 
with her. Quiet and unassuming 
by nature, she lived for Azad 
and was a' poem in self- 
effacement. 


On her death in 1945, when 
Azad was in detention in the 
Ahmednagar Jail he poured out 
his heart in a letter to a friend. 
He wrote "My wife remained ill 
She wrote me 
regularly in jail and though 
these contained full accounts of 
all sorts of matters there was not 
a word in them about her il- 
Iness...lest it might disturb me... 
sometimes | used to be so busy 
that there was little time for us 
to talk to each other. She knew 


29 a 






Oe fe ee > 












J re 

E- - 

A VEE 

Nr." A y i 
te = ls. Qe Prada: 

i “> e x 
pe — A A 
"n "gs WS E 
ae Y 
3 IE: PI mes 
^. s - ps : 

$53 ED) i ij. 

ia? ese: | 24 

TN Y qi 

te Tig 

$ E 

4 FANS 


= 
` 


LJ 
Iz 





EAD 



















E The yawning gàp between 
our Maharajah Class 
and an ordinary First Class 


Our way of making you feel hostesses. In the spirit of 
like a Maharajah, of‘course. Or Indian hospitality. - 
rather, our many ways: o Decor reminiscent of a 
o Every seat a luxurious Maharajah’s palace. 
Slumberette on all 747s and © Maharajah lounges at most 
A310s. airports. 
e A choice of continental and © Separate and exclusive 
delicately spiced Indian check-in facilities. 
cuisine served in style,on - So, rather than yawning of 
bie elegant china and silverware. boredom anywhere else, step 
€ A selection of the finest aboard our Maharajah Class, 
E wines and liquor. : pus your feet up, recline on a 
nO e Gracious service by lumberette and feel like a 


traditionally dressed Maharajah. 


Digitized by eGangotri 


1 Am 8. €. A 





». ... €C-0. Mumukshu Bhawan 


that on such occasions | liked to 
be left alone and to remain 
silent. On her part also she kept 
silent. But this silence between 
us was not without communion. 
Even in our silence we could 
hear and understand each 
other... She knew very well the 
ups and downs of my tempera- 
ment... In 1916 when I was ar- 
rested for the first time she 
could not control herself and 
burst out in tears. In conse- 
quence | was unhappy with her 
for some time. But this incident 
changed the whole course of her 
life and thereafter she made 
every effort to adjust herself to 


the requirements of my life. She - 


braved all the troubles and dif- 


ficulties with patience and 


forbearance. She attuned herself 
mentally to my beliefs and ac- 
tions and became a true compa- 
nion and friend to me in all my 
affairs. 


In these few lines, the 
humanity of Azad can be seen. 
In his last years, he led a seclud- 
ed life and was reserved and 
lonely; there were not many 
who could penetrate the armour 
of his aloofness. Who knows as 
Scott has said: 


When musing companions gone, 
We doubly feel ourselves alone. 
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"SIEORGE Eliot has said 
= that only two things vitally 
interest man — religion and. 
politics. It was a rare distinction 
for Azad that he was deeply in- 
terested in both. It is difficult to 
say whether a profoundly 
religious man had strayed into 
politics, or a great politician, 
due to various circumstances, 
got immensely interested in 
religion. In both the realms, he 
did wonderfully well. 

Most of those who were born 


after India became free do not 
fully realize the heroic roles 








: 4A 4 
^ nn... 


dT 









tex : : 
A E "|^. their leaders played in getting 
AR AS mmm =} LÀ freedom for their country. In the 


DECEMBER 15, 1988 ~ 33 


CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri 



























crowded galaxy of great patriots 
the name of Maulana Azad 
shines with lustre all it own. 


At the age of sixteen he was a 
rebel and when he was about 
twenty he was a great scholar 
and had deep knowledge of 
theology. Intellectually and 
temperamentally, he was an 
aristocrat but he spent his whole 
life in the service of the people. 
- When Gandhiji in 1916, during 
the world war was a ‘loyalist’, 
the Mualana wasarebel and his 
- paper Al Hilal denounced the 
British Raj in powerful terms. 
His paper was closed down by 
the government and he was in- 
terned at Ranchi. 


Azad had a powerful 
M" memory. He greatly enjoyed 
music. He was a matchless 
` orator, a spell-binder par ex- 
cellence. His speeches were full 
| of thought and vehemence. 
"^ From his lips flowed the Urdu 
— language "without a break or a 
drop, each syllable in its exact 
— place and order, each sentence 
4 following a cadence of its own, 
SO inevitably that one could 
—— follow its rise and its fall, like 
E the movement of foaming billows 
. —, On a calm sea". 
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and majestic figure reminded 
one of the princes of old. He in. 
spired respect but there was a 
certain aloofness in the man 
which discouraged people to be 
familiar with him. He was very 
sensitive and one had to be ve 
cautious while dealing with him 
and had to see that decorum 
was fully maintained. 


Azad in his early days had ac- 
quired great reputation as a 
poet also. Some persons beliey- _ 
ed that what he composed was _ 
not his work. One day; when 
Azad was seeing some publica- __ 
tions in a book-stall, a disciple : 


Aah ear NS 


of Ghalib, named Nadir Khan, 
entered the shop and said, “You 
recite remarkable poems but 
how can Ibelieve that a young 
lad like you can compose such 
beautiful and high class 
couplets? | personally think that 
someoné else writes for you. To- 
day I-will test you here and now. 
Come along! The ‘Tarah’ in Yaad 
na ho Shaad na ho abaad na ho. 
Now you compose”. 













This greatly hurt Azad, but he ~ - 
controlled his anger and gave - 
out couplet after couplet which — - 
floored Nadir Khan, the detrac- x 
tor. He was so impressed by  - 
Azad's genius that he lost all - 
senseof propriety and decorum 
and started dancing and | 
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shouting in the shop, 
“Shubhanallah! Shubhanallah! 
7 Lover of Books ^ 


"æ 






Azad was a great lover of 
books, and he owned a huge 
library. He did not speak 
English, but could understand it 
very well. His range of reading 
was very wide. “The world’s 
greatest thinkers were all there 
is his Library:Goethe, Spinoza, 
b Marx, Havelock Ellis; there were 
E the Upanishads and the Vedas; 
t there were all the volumes of 
the ‘People of the Nations’ 
International -Library of Famous 
Literature, and so on. He had a 
voracious appetite to read all the 
Waverly novels and everthing of 
Dumas, and Hugo, Tolstoy and 
Ruskin he had read more than 


- once”. 
E 
E | had the unique privilege of 
| meeting Maulana Azad many a 


time at Anand Bhawan and 
T elsewhere. He was ever graceful 
p and highly dignified. Jawaharlal 
Nehru had deep veneration for 
him and always spoke to him 
most gently and respectfully. 
Azad was once holding a press 
conference in the Anand 
Bhawan drawing room. Nehru, 
who was sitting by his side, 
repeatedly saw his watch, and 
as it struck four (Maulana's tea 
















DECEMBER 15, 1988 


time), Nehru most politely told 


_ Azad , “Maulana Sahib, Chai 


muntazir Hai” (Maulana Sahib, 
tea is ready). All at once he got 
up, because he was very par- 
ticular about his meal and tea 
time. The Press Conference end- 
ed a little abruptly. 


One day, when I had gone to 
see him off at the railway sta- 
tion, | found several classics in 
English on his berth. He could 
understand English very well, 
hardly ever spoke it. | ventured 
to lift a book and started look- 
ing at it. He enquired, "What are 
you. reading these days?" |l 
replied to his question and then 


. he very lucidly explained to me 


the contents of the book that | 
had handled for a minute before 
him. | was thrilled and he said, - 
"|t is a great joy to know the 


‘mind of great thinkers”. In - 


politics there have been several 
intelligent and brilliant men, 
apart from a multitude of 
dunder-heads, but very few 
scholars like Azad and Acharya 
Narendra Dev. 


Azad was imprisoned several 
times and faced all the priva- 
tións that jail life meant in those — 
days. During one of his trials 
Azad eloquently and, pro- 


phetically stated: “The historian 
is waiting for us and so is the - 
35 


A 


Ba A 4 CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri xus 
YA - - one qe de Pa . d a, MN TO 





future. Let us come here quick- 
ly, one followed by the other 
and you in your turn continue to 
pass judgements with the same 
rapidity. For some days this will 
go On, and then the time will 
come when another and a 
higher court will sit in judgment. 
That court will be guided by the 
laws of God. Time will be its 
judge”. 

Azad's smart, penetrating 
eyes flashed forth brilliance. He 
was incapable of mixing with all 
the sundry. His biographer, 
Mahadev Desai, wrote: “His ab- 
sorption in his studies has 
given him a kind of predilection 
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to loneliness and though he was 
most affable and even deferen- 
tial, he had very few friends: 
Though a very polished conver- 
sationalist, he was inclined most 
towards reticence”. 


Masterly Performance 

In 1904 an Assoication of 
Muslims in Lahore invited Azad 
to give a discourse on a difficult 
religious topic. Those who in- 
vited him had never seen him, 
but were familiar with his high 
reputation as a scholar and a 
journalist. When he reached 
Lahore to address the con- 
ference, people thought that the 
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son of Azad had come and the 
father would follow. When they 
knew that the young lad was 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, they 
were greatly astonished. When 
he spoke, their surprise knew no 
bounds. His was a masterly per- 
formance. In the audience were 
such distinguished scholars and 
poets as poet Hali, great Urdu 
writer Nazir Ahmad, and poet 
Iqbal. Poet Hali, described Azad 
as ‘an old head on young 
shoulders’ . 


Azad was a Clear thinker and 
a shrewd judge of men. Almost 
all the complicated problems of 
Congress and quarrels of Con- 
gress leaders were referred to 
him for solution and settlement. 
He ‘did not mind missing a 
meeting of the Cabinet, but he 
attended the meetings of Con- 
gress Working Committee as far 
as possible. He was a charming 


conversationalist and it was a. 


delight to hear him talk on a 


variety of subjects. His friend., | 
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the late Mr. Asaf Ali, had written, 
"In congenial company, he is a 
sparkling conversationalist with 
a rare sense of humour. When 
not in his element he was 
capable of almost oppressive 
reticence. He can be 
devastating in debate and'con- 
vincing in discussion for he 
makes the best use of the enor- 


mous storehouse of his erudi- 
tion,’ 


Azad was a man of luminous 
intelligence. He had a capacious 
mind and a heroic soul. Paying a 
tribute to him  Jawaharalal 
Nehru said, "We have had great 
men and we will have great 
men; but | do submit that 
peculiar and special type of 
greatness that Maulana Azad 


'represented is not likely to be 


reproduced in India or 
anywhere else.. a man of 
luminous intelligence and 
mighty intellect with an amaz- 
ing capacity to pierce through a 
problem to its core”. 000 
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E the stellar constellation 
of national leaders who won 
freedom for India, Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad has an abiding 
place. Born in Mecca and 
brought up in Calcutta, named 
Ahmed and called Abul Kalam, 
he was Firoze Bakht — ‘of ex- 
alted destiny’ — to his father, 
Maulana Khairuddin, an Arabic 
scholar known to the Islamic 
world for his writings — which 
were published in ten volumes 
in Egypt. The young Ahmed, 
when he was around thirty, mus- 
ing over the name his father had 
given him, wrote: 
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"Gracious God, what ex- 
altedness of fate, what loftiness 
of fate! | have spent half of my 
life slipping off from the path of 
righteousness, stumbling and 
weary. What | suppose to be the 
other half is now passing away 
while | halt and rest. | have no 
intimation of the goal, nor do | 
see my feet on the way to the 
goal (‘Tazkirah’, fragments of an 
autobiography ‘published in 
1919). 


Though in Ahmed's reckon- 
ing, true ‘exaltedness’ could on- 
ly be on the Day of Judgement, 
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when one is successful in the 
test and enjoys the ‘cool 
breezes and fragrance’ of 
heaven, destiny marked him out 
for ‘exaltedness’ even in this 
mortal life. He attained that 
state not through any adven- 
titious aids, not through cunn- 
ing, fraud or deceit, but through 
suffering and sacrifice. Freedom 
was a passion with him and a 
strong united India was the goal 
of all his striving. He wrote in ‘Al 
Hilal’, the Urdu Weekly he 
started in 1912: 


“If an angel were to descend 
from the high heavens and pro- 
claim from the heights of the 
Qutab Minar, ‘Discard Hindu- 
Moslem unity and within 24 
hours Swaraj is yours,” | will 
refuse the proferred Swaraj, but 
will not budge an inch from my 
stand. The refusal of Swaraj will 
affect only India while the end 
of our unity will be the loss of 
the entire human world.” 


Speaking at the Ramgarh ses- 
sion of the Indian National Con- 
gress in 1940, Azad reiterated 


his faith in freedom through 
Hindu-Muslim unity and under 


the leadership of Mahatma Gan- 


He said: 


“Hundreds of years of our 


- joint life (Hindus and Muslims) 
— has moulded us into a common 
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Maulana as 
votary of Hindu-Muslim unity, 


nationality. This cannot be done 
artificially. Nature does her 
fashioning through her hidden 
processes in the course of cen- 
turies. The cast has now been 
moulded and destiny has set her 
seal upon it. Whether we like it 
or not, we have now become an 
Indian nation, united and in- 
divisible... Permit me to remind 
you that our success depends 
upon three factors: unity, 
discipline and full confidence 
under Mahatma Gandhi's 
leadership.” | 


Much injustice has been done 
to the memory of Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad by the publication 
of extracts in dailies and- 
periodicals from what are 
known as ‘The Azad Papers.’ If 
the book ‘India Wins Freedom’, 


in its complete form* incor- . 


porating the 30 pages that were 


tional Archives, New Delhi, is 
read with the image of the 
the passionate 


kept under seal at the National - 


Library, Calcutta, and at the Na- — 


his views on contemporary - 


-events and personalities will 
cease to appear to be harsh and - 


———————— ————— 


* India Wins Freedom — The 
By 
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complete version — 





Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. 
(1988) Orient Longman, Rs. 75/- 
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Creation is profound. A study of it elevates the student. 
In it humanity occupies a unique postion. Knowing mankind 
is as sacred as knowing the Creator. 


A reverential approach to mankind is essential. Huma- 
nity has to be studied solemniy. Relationship with man has 
to be made in a spirit of respect. This attitude would raise 
man to an eminent height. 


^] 59 dur, NR oe 
< a8 S CN A 7 


< 


The manifest universe is permeated with divinity. Re- 
cognition of it gives sanctity to humanity in particular. 
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Partition was a severe blow to 
him defeating as it did his life- 
long. ideal of a single nation 
freed from colonial servitude. It 
was a. heart in anguish that ex- 
pressed itself, not without a 
touch of acerbity, in ‘India Wins 
Freedom.’ The book 
history in the strict sense but the 
reminiscences of an individual 
under the stress of emotion, who 
happened to be at the centre of 
events that contributed to the 


making of history. The perspec- 


tive of historical events is bound 
to change when we view them in 
the cold light of reason. 


‘India Wins Freedom’ covers 
the period 1935-48 during which 
the country passed through one 
of the crucial phases in its long, 
chequered history. It was a 
period of-trial and tribulation, of 
hope: and despair, of triumph 
and tragedy. The significant 
. events in the march of history, 
were: 


1. Provincial autonomy — the 


beginning and the end 
(1937-39). 


2. The Second World War and 
the raising of hopes for 
freedom (1939). 


- 3. The Cripps Mission (1942) 


E 2: + The Quit India Movement 
.. (1942445). 
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Dr: Humayun’ Kabir 
5. The  Viceroy's (Lord 


.Wavell's) Conference at 
Simla (1945) 


6. The Cabinet Mission (1946) 


7. The Partition of India and 
Independence (1947). 


8. The Martyrdom of Mahat- 
ma Gandhi (1948). 


As it happens, powerful per- 


sonalities, caught in the web of - 


historical events, cannot help 
coming in conflict with one 
another when their views differ. 
Thus was Maulana Azad pitted, 
among others,, against Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, ^ Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Mahatma 
While his loyalty to 
Gandhiji was total, he differed 


from the Mahatma in regard to 
the use of Satyagraha as a ` 
weapon against tyranny; he was — | 
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also against the timing of Gan- 
— — dhiji’s several fasts and the laun- 
7 - ching of the ‘Quit India’ move- 
* ment. He loved  Jawaharlal 
i Nehru but blamed him for mak- 
` jng statements without being 
d aware of their implications. He 
admired Sardar Patel but found 
him not above partisan con- 
siderations. In the first (shorter) 
edition of ‘India Wins Freedom’ 
1s published in 1959, Maulana 
tt Azad made Sardar Patel the main 
$ target of his attack — he held 
de him responsible for Partition. In 
its the now enlarged edition (1988) 
B he has apportioned the blame 


























! between Sardar Patel and Pan- 
= dit Nehru. Babu Rajendra 
— — Prasad and V.K. Krishna Menon 
also -come in for criticial com- 
|. ment. 


Maulana Azad was not happy 
. about Sardar's selection of Bal 
] Gangadhar Kher for the ‘Prime 
/ Ministership' of Bombay in 1937 
e jn preference to K.F. Nariman; 
— and he felt angry when Dr. Syed 
= Mahmud's claims for leadership 
— were overlooked in preference 
p to Sri Krishna Sinha in Bihar. 
—— Says Azad: ‘‘I have to admit with 
— regret that both in Bihar and 
Bombay, the Congress did not 
come out fully successful in its 
~ test of nationalism." Political 
d i = pundits and historians have 
| already refuted the contention 
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that communal considerations q 
played a role in the selection of — 
the two leaders. E 






In the case of Kher, it is in- 
teresting to recall what Gover- 
nor Brabourne wrote to Viceroy 
Linlithgow on June 30, 1937: 
“He (Kher) is, as 1 think | told 
you before, an absolutely 
fanatical follower of Gandhi's. — 
He is the type of man who would _ 
gladly go to gaol for 29 years 
tomorrow, if he thought by do- 
ing so he would be helping his . 
cause’.” Is there anything to 
regret if a Gandhian of the ‘type’ 
noted by  Brabourne were 
elected as the first Prime 
Minister of Bombay Presidency? 
Not the least surprised over hi3 
selection was Kher himself, as 
stated by him in a broadcast © 
talk in 1956. Kher, the patriot 
and scholar, brought nothing 
but credit to Bombay during his 
stewardship of the Presidency 
by his wide-ranging measures of 
reform and development. As for 
Dr. Syed Mahmud,Azad himself * 
felt angry when the former — 
sought his release from Ahmed- 
nagar jail without the 








knowledge of his co-prisoners 
including Azad. 






: ` "mco : . ee A IN 
"TL... Tr x PAR " 
Tne Cripps Proposals : z 


As one who, as the represen- s 
tative of the Congress, had to — 
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Sir Stafford Cripps 


discuss with Sir Stafford Cripps 
the new proposals for a national 
Government, Azad was very 
much impressed by the sincerity 
of Sir Stafford. But as the pro- 
posals were not acceptable to 
the Congress — the differences 
were mainly over the- handling 
of the Defence portfolio and the 
future federal set-up — the mis- 
sion failed. However, as.Azad 
points out, Jawaharlal Nehru 
and Rajaji were not in full agree- 
ment with the Congress Working 
Committee's decision; Nehru, as 
the lover of democracy, wanted 
to support the Allies in their 
fight against Nazism and 
Fascism; Rajaji did not want to 
‘Sacrifice the chances of the for- 
mation of a national Govern- 
ment at thisgrave crisis for the 
doubtful advantage of maintain- 
ing a controversy over the unity 
of India.’ Azad's criticism-of the 
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two leaders loses much of its 
force if it is remembered that 
both the Prime Minister, Sir 
Winston Churchill and the 
Secretary of State for India, 
Leopald Amery, were not 
serious about the Cripps' mis- 
sion. Speaking in the House of 
Commons on December 12, 
1946, ‘Churchill made it abun- 
dantly clear that His Majesty's 
Government had not been will- 
ing to support Sir Stafford 
Cripps to the extent to which he 
himself was prepared to go.' 
(V.P. Menon in 'The Transfer of 
Power in India; Page 136). 

Maulana Azad set much store 
by the zonal division of pro- 
vinces as envisaged by the 
Cabinet Mission of 1946 and his 


own suggestion that the Centre 
should confine itself to three 
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subjects viz. defence, com- 
munication and foreign affairs. 
He felt that by proposing a 
—— somewhat 
‘strong’ States the communal 
problem would be solved. But 
then, Maulana Azad had to step 
E down from the Presidentship of 
b the Congress and he himself pro- 
e posed Jawaharlal Nehru for the 
— high office. Azad remarks: “I 
- acted according to my best 
. judgement but this was perhaps 
the greatest blunder of my 
— — — political life. I have regretted no 
— — action of mine so much as the 
— — decision to withdraw from the 
— presidentship of the Congress at 
— this critical juncture. It was a 
mistake which I can describe in 
Gandhiji's words as one of 
Himalayan dimension.’ 


X Azad felt that the mantle 
— — should have fallen on Sardar 
ae - Patel (For the first time Azad 
has a word of praise for Patel). 
zB. The mistake that Nehru commit- 
hu = ted, according to Azad, was to 


> 


“Say at a press conference (July 
-10, 1946) that the Congress 
ON vould enter the Constituent 
Assembly ‘completelyunfettered 
s by agreements and be free to 
meet all situations as they arise.’ 
This statement, says Azad, gave 
2 | an excuse for Jinnah to go back 
— on | his. commitment to support’ 
pote Cabinet Mission: Plan. In 


‘weak’ Centre and' 





Azad's view, the Muslim League J 
Council's resolution of July 29, 
1946, rejecting the Cabinet Mis- __ 
sion Plan and deciding on. 
‘Direct Action’ for achieving 
Pakistan, was a reaction to 
Nehru’s indiscreet statement. 


Those who know something 
of the trend of Muslim League __ 
politics in tne forties, would 
hardly be inclined to acquiesce 
in Azad's accusation against. 
Nehru. "Mr. Jinnah,” com- 
mented Shri Rajagopalachari, 
“dreads putting his feet on the 
shore of constructive respon- 
sibility and prefers ever to be 
riding on the sea of controver- 


sy.” 


Maulana Azad feels that the 
retention of the Home portfolio 
by Sardar Patel and the handing 
over of ‘Finance’ to the Muslim 
League (Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan) 
was another grave mistake. “My 
view was that the issue of law 
and order was essentially a pro- 
vincial subject. In the picture 
envisaged in the Cabinet Mis- 
sion Plan, the Centre would — 
have very little to do in this 
field. As such, the Home 
Ministry in the Centre would not 
have much importance in the - 
new set-up. | was, therefore, for P 
accepting Lord Wavell's sugges- 
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tion but Sardar Patel was ada- 
mant. He said that if we insisted, 
he would rather leave the 
Government than give up the 
Home Department.” 


It is surprising that, talking to 
Humayun Kabir in 1956/57, 
Azad should have chosen to 
keep silent on the Sardar's 
greatest achievement of 
welding 600 and -odd princely 
States into a single entity. One 
shudders to think of the conse- 
quences if the Cabinet Mission 
Plan had been pushed through 
and the States had preferred in- 
dependence to integration on 
the lapse of paramountcy. 


It is a moot point whether In- 
dia would have been better off 
without Partition. But in the 
face of what Jinnah said on 
March 27, 1947, even an ardent 
advocate of undivided 
would have been left with no 
choice but to agree to Partition. 
Jinnah said: “Let us now call for 
a truce and let us agree on 


DECEMBER 15, 1988 


India . 


TRUE RELIGION < 
One type of religion’ ds. 
hereditary; continue to believe 
in what your father and grand- 
father believe. Another type of 
religion is geographical; a cer- 
tain path has been chalked out — 
for a part of this earth; 
everybody walks on that path 


and you walk on it also. Another 


type of religion is based on the 
census; the census-papers have a 

column for religion; get ‘Islam’ 
written in that column. Another ` 
variety of religion is based on™ 
customs; a framework of 


religious rites and customs has 
been formed; follow them and * 


do not infringe them in any way. 
But after eliminating all these 
items, something really religious - 
is left; let us for the sake of - 
distinction and honour call it” 
“the true religion. “It is the way - 
to this religion that has been 
lost. On reaching. this: stage, the - 

truth is revealed that the con- 


flict of religions is. not due to 


religion itself but to the evil 


- deeds, worship of external forms- | 
“and the theological canons: of 


the claimants to religion: True 


religions may walk by. different | 
"paths but they will: reach. the. 

Same goal. — 
o - Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 


^f. Reds 
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Pakistan. It is better to divide 
and be flourishing than to be 
united as slaves and destroy 
everything. There is no other 
alternative. United India will on- 
ly result in destruction. Why 
should there by destruction? 
The answer is simple. United In- 
dia can only mean the rule of 


nation.” 


Maulana Azad, the patriot 
and statesman, had a broad vi. 
sion. He believed in the 
brotherhood of man in the true 
spirit of Islam. If he did not 
realise his ideal, it was not due 
to any fault of his, nor for that 
matter, the fault of other 


ae acon -over another. leaders. Individuals were 
erefore, one nation with a powerless against the tide of 
brute majority cannot rule and history. cum 
inflict its own ideals on another 

SOUVENIR ON” 


MAHABHARATA 


___ We have received a copy of 
the Souvenir for the year 1988 
_from the Ramakrishna Mission 
^ Ashrama, Patna. The main 







4 h ghlights the values stressed in 


in 3,100 B.C). Shri Arun K. Ma- 
jumdar examines the four ends 
of human life as explained in the 
Mahabharata. Dr. Bireshwar 
Ganguly makes a comparative 
study of the concepts of Dhar- 
ma .and Raja Dharma in 
Mahabharata and Manusmriti. 
The souvenir quotes Swami 


‘ Vivekananda’s famous lecture 


on the Mahabharata in which he 
pointed out that the epic por- 
trayed an ideal civilisation 


which ‘humanity has yet to 


aspire after.” Priced Rs. 10/., the 


- souvenir is a valuable reference 


work, It is published by Swami 


.Chandrananda, ^ Secretary, | 


Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama. 
Ramakrishna Avenue, Patna 
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The Raman 
Saga 





BIR. Sir C.V. Raman was 
z9born of Sri Chandrasekhara 
lyer and Smt. Parvati Ammal. 
The parents belonged to two 
well-known Brahmin families of 
Tamil Nadu. Raman was bornon 
the 7th November in the year 
1888, at Ayyanpettai near 
NA p Tiruchirappalli in the then 
CEA Madras State. The family had 
TS d been for many generations pur- 
suing the profession of the 
agriculturists and they were 
middle-class in status. In fact, - 
the first to take a bold step and | 
break off from the ancestral pro- — 
fession was Raman's father, who — 
became a teacher in a High - 
School, then rose to the posi- 
tion, after duly qualifying 
himself, of a Lecturer and 
ultimately the Professor of 
Physics in the Hindu College, — 
Visakhapatnam. Rather, he . 
came back to the ordained pro- 5h 
fession of the brahmin, giving - 
up the Apaddharma of E 











ancestors. 
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Outstation cheques are acce A AT PAR. 

Outstation paymerits are made by DEMAND DRAFT. 

Post-dated MICR INTEREST WARRANTS payable AT PAR for one financial year. are sent 
in ADVANCE al the beginning of every financial year 

Deposits from NON-RESIDENT Indians are accepted on non-repatriation basis. 

Loan against Deposits or repayment before maturity arranged EASILY & PROMPTLY. 
SCHEME 'A' — Fixed Deposits : 

PERIOD 6 Months 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years 
INTEREST (P.A.) 12.5% 14% 14% 14% 

AMOUNT Minimum of Rs. 1,000 and in multiples of Rs. 1,000 thereof. 

Payment of interest wil be made as per the depositors’ mandate. POST-DATED interest warrants fora . 
year/part year al a time can be mailed in advance along with the Fixed Deposit Receipts. For those who 


Opt for yearly interest payment on 3 years’ deposits, interest will be paid at 14% p.a. compounded on 
monthly basis resulting in the effective simple interest of 15% p.a. 


Deposits from shareholders for a period of 8 months and any single deposit of Rs. 1 lakh or more 
for a period of 6 months — Interest at 13% p.a. 


SCHEME 'B' — Cumulative Deposits (Where the compound interest is payable on maturity) 

















PERIOD 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years J 
MINIMUM DEPOSIT Rs. 1.000 Rs. 1,000 Rs. 1:000 
MATURITY VALUE" ~ Rs. 1,150 Rs. 1,320 Rs. 1,520 
SIMPLE INTEREST (P.A.) 15% 16% 17.33% EE 
SCHEME 'C' — Cash Certificates 
ee Me dee Nem Ui o. o RAN 
PERIOD 1Y 
ear 2 Years 3 Years aes 
T OF iig Rs. 870 Rs. 760 Rs. 660 3 
TURITY VALUE Rs. 1,000 Rs. 1,000 Rs. 1.000 E 
Minimum of Rs. 1,000 and in multiples of Rs. 1.000 thereo! 
SCHEME 'D' — Recurri 
PERIOD i 
12Months - 24 Month 36 Months > 
DEA Months . 24 Months 36 Months — $. 
3 Rs. 1,295 Rs.2.785 Rs 4495 
~ Subject to the deduction of tax al source on thei cremental amoun 
Minimum ol Rs 100 and in multiples of Rs Te > 
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(a) Named me Company VIJAYA LEASING L'VITEO 
() Osteo! ecorparcton an Jy 1977. 
(ce) Busness carad on by ne Hre-purchase and Leasing of Commerc a Veh cies. Machinery & Eqoprent The Company has ts 
Company Regssercd O'' ce al Bangaore and Branches s! Bombay. Hub, Be'gaum, Madras. Mangziore, Mercara 
Hassan, Hyderabod and Mysore 


(d “Bret pxtevarscl Managernces Tha Compsny 1s beng managed by the Vice Cra rman and Manag n D rector under the overa! 
Superv:s on und control ol the Board of D recters 


(o) Kama, Address end Occupation of Directors: 


Sw BTRaendranam Puna, Gn Vx ey Estate Somaarpet. Kodsgu Distnet, Chasman. Shi T K Alva, 363,1 3n Van, RM Vras Extenson, 
Bangzore-S60 000,Vice Chairman & Managing Drector Sh George Jozeph, Magen, Coorg, Chartered Accourtart Shni M S Krehnappa, Kenshege 
Estate, P.O Kenge, Onchunaga‘ur, Coffee Panter Srei B V Shetty, Proprietor, Mangnatna Ace Más, Manche, Ye“apur (NK), Industrial 

Sw AN Somaah, Ne%cad Estate, Poena, Soutn Coorg, Cotice Prarter Shn $ DP Sa'goarser, Ange! Buiong, Miramar, Pans}, Goa-403 601, Consutand 


Ireematcral Firance Sha Sunt C Kata, Laur Bu ding, 6 S V Marg Fort, Borrbay-400 038, indusinatst Shri Str! Mehta, 4 C ve Row, 
Ca'cuta-700001 Company Drector 























Polt Ovderds Prof octore Prots ater Dv dend on 
forie year ended Prowson for Tax Proy.son for Tas EquiyShyes 
OI tt 
3191 December 1565 As 3303 100 Re 35,34 100 20% 
3151 December 1966 Ry, 46.14 522 Rs 42.58 234 a . 
31g Decomocr 1537 Rs 4911930 Rs 41.37 196 21%" 
(9) Summzrized Franci Pos tonal ma Company as snpcarng nthe Aud ed By'arce Sree! 
bus C Yez ended Yexemxd Assets Yew ended Year ended 
31 12 1986 31 12 1587 31 12 1966 31 12 1527" 
i (n Rupees) InRapces) (nPupoes) (nRupeez) 
Share Coptal 1,18,19,250 11962675  Foeg Assets 19135 703 22077155 
Reserves & Surpus y 21.87 021 6345522 reenmers sono 57 210 
Secured Loans => 5891 144 6192769. Corent Asus 
Unsecured Loans 55345 203 69961241 cans Agverces 80925 105 96039 604 
Current Liebttes & Prowsons 22107 206 23792600 Msceaneous Expenditure 838015 900.798 
100950423 119975027 100950429 11905 007 
* Subject to approva! ol the «nzrcho ders 


(y Wo can axe by way of otpozss under ne drectons Re, 17,90,75,990 (Rupees Seventeen Crores N nety Luing Seventy Five Tocsard Nae Hundred 
Ninety ory) and the aggregate o! Deposs. aciva^y hcid on 31 12 1987 s As. 659.83317 (Rupees Sa Crores F ty Nra Latte E griy Egh Thousand 
=, Tiweo Hundicd ang Seventcen ory} 


yl H The Company he'd no overdue depos ts ather man unc'a med 0200315 T 


(9 1. The Company has comp ed wh ha prc«sons of Te O rectons 295: Cae to d. 
2 Tha compliance win the d rectons does net unpiy that the repayment d depos ts s Quarardeed by me Reserve Bark dl Ind a 
3 Deposts accepted by us are unsecured and rark pan passu win oer unsecured 130-183 


Tas adverigement  sssucd on auinorty of and in ma name ol me Boyd cl Dreciors cf ma Company. the text ol which was approved by We Bod d - 
Drecions al thes meeting hed on March 9. 1959 One copy ct ine advert seenert has been! 'ed wn ine Reserve Bark ol nó a Bargace 

Boso By Order of the Gowd 

Dated March 9. 1958 lor VUAYA LEASING LIMITED 


TKALVA 
VICE CHAIRMAN & MANAGING DIRECTOR 


Y Vilaya Leasing Limited 
| Regd. Office: Centenary Buiding. 28. MG Road. Bangalore 560 001 Tel: 561130568783 
Bombay: 150 Lady Jamshed; Road, Mahim, Bombay 400016. Tel: 4575321467589 


| Cotecton Centres: Belgeum Tel : 22638 © Hassen Tel: 8926 e Hubli Tel: 65502 eHyderabed 
- T2097 © Madras Tel: 452158 © Modikedl Tel: 6958 © Mysore Tel: 30200 © New Deihi Tel: 665566 e Udupl Tel: 23093 
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| KNOW THY-SELF by G. K. Pradhan 

| The book is ‘about a few Sadhakas and a Swami. 
| The Swami is a Sthithaprajna. The book grows 
| as the discussion between the various aspirants 
| and the Swami grows. Students of philosophy 
| and the general public would be. greatly bene- 
|! fited by this work. 

| JNANADEVA. — THE LIGHT BEYOND 

| by Vinayak Hari Date us 

|'To understand Jnanadeva in spirit is the task 
| which the author took upon himself and this 
| book shows how successfully he has done it. 

| SRI SANKARA'S GITA BHASHYA 

| Translation by C. V. Ramachandra Aiyar 

| This is an English translation of Adi Sankara- 
| charya's famous commentary on the Srimad 
| Bhagavadgita. ^ 

| A MOMENT IN TIME by Apa Pant 


ISI This is the autobiography of Apa Pant, Former 
| High Co 


| mmissioner for India in London. 

| ECSTATIC FLIGHT INTO HIMALAYAS — 
CHAR DHAM YATRA 

j by G. R. Venkatraman 


Kai book is a valuable guide to the travelling 


| public, who may wish to visit the source of the 


EE Ganga Gaumukha and the pilgrim. centres of 


| Gangotri, Yamunotri, Kedarnath and 
| in the Himalayan terrain. ales 
| THE VEDAS by His Holiness 
| Sri Chandrasekharendra S 
SLGthi Dore sraswatl of the 


Kanch 
| The Vedas are believed to be vibrations in space 


and meetings that led her as though im bl 
: visibly 
guided, Indi, 00E the spiritual Path from France 


vallable from: 


Rs. 90.00 


Rs. 


Rs. 


M a Available from: — — — — 
BHARATIYA: ViDYA BHAVAN 
Kulapat! K. M. Munshi Marg, Bombay 400 007 


And its Branches 
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— — Raman's mother, Parvati Am- 


mal, hailed from a family 
~ renowned for Sanskrit scholar- 
ship. It is said of the father of 
Parvati Ammal that he trekked 
all the way from Tiruchirappalli 
to Nadia, the famous seat of 
Navya Nyaya or modern Indian 
Logic, where the greatest in- 
tellectuals like Gadhadhara liv- 
ed and propagated their school 
of logic, in order to learn Logic, 
and returned also on foot. Par- 
vati Ammal possessed in an 
unusual degree the qualities of 
patience, self-reliance and 
perseverance and would never 
becontent withthe run-o -the mill 
in life. She was a stickler for 
details and would never let 
things drift and happen for 
themselves. 


No wonder, Raman inherited 
the best from his parents and in 
the process excelled both. 


At- Visakhapatnam, Raman 
studied at the Hindu College 
High School and had the distinc- 
tion of being a firstranker 
"throughout. Right from the 
- middle-school stage, science 
Was his first love. It is said, in 
_ those days, Raman designed a 
prototype of a dynamo, starting 

— literally from scratch. 
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He passed his Intermediate 
(1902) from the Hindu College, 
and joined Presidency College, 
Madras, for B.A. (Physics). His 
relatives impressed upon him 
that he should take history or 
economics as a special subject, 
but Raman would not budge. He 
had made up his mind to opt for 
physics; and in 1904, he passed 
out as No. 1 of the University, 
bagging a host of medals, promi- 
nent among them the 
Elphinstone Medal.and the Arni 
Jagirdar Memorial Gold Medal. 


Continuing his post-graduate 
studies in physics, Raman 
received V.I.P. treatment at the 
hands of fellow-students as also . 
teachers. Not for him any im- 
position of regular attendance; 
not for him any restriction at . 
reference libraries. 









aman, the Researcher — ^. 

A little incident of those days 
served as an eye-opener to what 
was in store for the immediate 
future. While engaged in a prism 
experiment one day, he was 
struck by a peculiar 
phenomenon. His inquiring 
mind would not rest without fin- 
ding an explanation. Late into 
the night, Raman probed into all 
relevant. literature, but the 
answer still eluded him. 
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Krishna, one of 4 most sacred the Shrine Eternal - foremost 
Gr-theonlyhabtatolions gloa es otinga 
inAsa Shiva. 
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Next morning, he repeated 
the experiment — and gave his 
own theory to the ‘unusual’. 
Laterinthe day,he submitted the 
thesis to Physics Professor 
Jones. Months elapsed, still 
there was no comment from the 
Professor. 


A restless Raman later ap- 
proached Jones with a'sugges- 
tion: ‘May | enlarge the theory, 
— jn the light of freshly-attained 
- knowledge on the subject?” Col- 
lecting the papers from tlie Pro- 
fessor, Raman published them. 
ina British science journal. Still 


master the publication — his 
- — maiden effort at writing — only 
to receive a bear-hug from the 
Guru. 


Ih January 1907, Raman 
secured a first class in M.A. 
_ (Physics) — first in the history of 
Madras University — and was 
—— «all set to go to the U.K. for ad- 
= vanced studies.. But his poor 
— physique proved a stumbling 
Pier 


The Physi cist i n Hybern: 


pim Fora moment it looked as 
E though the physictst’s career 
— Was all over, barring the “Good 
Bye”. Pestered by friends and 
- relatives, .Raman at last ap- 
: peared for a competitive ex- 

















apprehensive, he showed his . 


3307 


amination at Calcutta in 

-February 1907. The subjects — 
history and economics — were 
Greek to him, yet he came out 
first of the lot. 


While still awaiting his 
posting, Raman got married to 
Loka Sundari, setting a revolu- 
tionary precedent to inter-sect 
marriages in the Brahmin com- 
munity. 


In June 1907, Raman was ap- 
pointed Dy. Accountant- 
General, in Calcutta. A good 
monthly salary, a loving wife, a 
well-furnished house, prospects 
galore in days to come — all 
these would have made a white- 
collar happy and contented. But 
Raman's yearning was still for. 
science. Physics had become a 
part of him; he could not go far 
away from it. 


One fine evening, while retur- 
ning home from office work, 
Raman was surprised by a ban- 
ner on a sidewalk: “The Indian 
Association for the Cultivation 
of Science”. Jumping out of the 
running tram impulsively, 
Raman made his way to the 
dilapidated building. 


A conference was on; Raman. — 


in getting ac- 


£ 


lost no time 






























quainted with all the scientists E | 


present. The 
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THE MAHARAJA SAHEB 
SRI GOVINDA 
DEEKSHITHAR PUNYA 


_ SMARANA 'SAMITHI.(REGD) 
-OFFICE:D-76: IIIRD CROSS STREET 
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ES 4 00 ERES Ri SRINAGAR COLONY, 
AOS AARON AU KUMBAKONAM-612001 
NAAA IA RICA 7 : TAMILNADU,.INDIA 


AN APPEAL FOR VEDA RAKSHANA 


THE RAJA VEDA KAVYA PATASALA, KUMBAKONAM, was founded, isi the year 
1542 by the Illustrious Statesman—Admini int—Advaita Vidyacharya, Maharaja 
Saheb Sri GOVINDA DEEKSHITHAR, who was the Chief Minister to the Three successive 
Naick Rulers of Tanjore, viz. SEVAPPA, ACHUTHAPPA 8% RAGHUNATHA NAICKA, on 
the Southern Banks of the Sacred River Cauvery, for the Spread of Vedas and Sastras. It has 
„continued to pull through nearly five centuries in spite of adverse circumstances. This is the only 
PATASALA in Tamil Nadu and perhaps in the whole of India, where all the THREE VEDAS 
Rig, Yajur and Sama are taught under one roof. 
aon ENS PEE ELE acre geari and they are given fres boar- 
ing, lodging and clothing etc. The Parasala has got the unique credit of Printing a syllabus for 
the study of the Vedas and following it. UM 
















-“An Endowment of Rs. 2,500/-, Rs. 3,000/- or Rs. 5 -, as per 
Menu'could be mado in favour of the Saith? and the FARA income 
could be E for f the Vidyarthis on a day specified by the 
doaar. s amount would be invested in fixed deposit in a scheduled 
bank at maximum rete of interest. Those unable to make this endowment, 
can as well send Rs. 250/-, Rs. 300/- or Rs. 500/-, as per Menu, and bear 


the ng the a for One day snd they can fix any day for 












. | ALL COMMUNICATIONS AND DONATIONS MAY PLEASE BE SENT TO 
ADDRESS 


| THE ABOVE : 
BANK OF INDIA S. B. A/c. No. 451 
c. a OR 
| UCO BANK S. B. A/c. No. 5094, KUMBAKONAM. 
- | MAY VEDA MATHA BLESS YOU ALL! 
A A "DHARMO RAKSHATHI RAKSHITHA" 
as. SM : tions for Rs. 250/- and above ouly are exempted from Income Tax Under Sec. 80-G. 













Secretary, Amrit Lal Sarcar, son 
— of Mahendra Lal Sarcar who 
founded the Association in 
1876, and Sir Asutosh Mooker- 
jee, an active member of the 
Association, were highly im- 
pressed by Raman’s works. Thus 
started anew another chapter in- 
the physicist’s career. 


In 1910, Raman was transfer- 
red to Rangoon, bringing in its 
train a science holiday for him. 
While in Burma, news of a dis- 
tant institution having bought a 
modern scientific instrument 
reached Raman. Past midnight, 
Raman reached the spot, shook 
up a snoring watchman, went 

- with him to the Superintendent's 
residence and glanced gleefully 
at the apparatus, hours before 
dawn next day. 


s 

a, 

e In 1911, Raman was deputed 
on promotion to Posts and 
1 Telegraphs, as Special A-G, to 
_ Calcutta. Time was when Sir 
3 Asutosh Mookerjee, as Vice- 
Chancellor of the Calcutta 
- University, had just founded the 
— University Science College, with 
Y the help of donations from Sir 
- Rash Bihari Ghosh and Sir 
= Taraka Nath Palit. 

Sir Taraka Nath had earmark- 
ed part of his donation for ap- 
. — pointing a distinguished Physics 
_ Professor, Raman was Asutosh's 
DECEMBER 15, 1988 
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natural choice and Raman's 
choice was physics, of course. In 
1917, with scant regard to the 
monetary handicap in accepting 
the new assignment, Raman 
bid "Good Bye" to administra- 
tion and joined the Calcutta 
University as "Palit" Physics 
Professor. 


In 1919, following the death 
of Amrit Lal Sarcar, Raman was 
elected Secretary of the Indian 
Association for the Cultivation 
of Science. Two years later, he 
represented Calcutta at an All- 
British-Empire Universities Con- 
gress. In 1922, Raman was 
awarded D.Sc. by the Calcutta 
University. 


In 1924, he was a guest 
speaker at a Scientists’ Conven- 
tion in Canada. Making good of 
the visit, Raman extensively 
toured Canada, the United 
States, England and Norway. 
While in America, he called on 
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Nobel Laureate Millican, at 
whose instance Raman served 
as a Visiting Professor, for four 
months, at the California In- 
stitute of Technology. 


The Royal Society of London 
awarded him a Fellowship in 
1924. The same year, he found- 
ed the Indian Science Congress. 
For years together, he worked as 
its Secretary and also presided 
over the 1929 Madras Conven- 
tion. 


discovery of the Raman Effect 
in 1928. In 1930, the Nobel Prize 
for Physics was awarded to him 
— the first ever Asian to win this 
supreme honour. 


At the prize-awarding 
ceremony in Stockholm, Raman 
demostrated the “Effect”, using 
a number of liquids, one of them 
alochol. The dusk drew near and 
the stage was set for a grand 
cocktail reception to the Nobel 
Laureate. “This morning, Raman 
demonstrated his Effect on 


In 1925, at the second 
centenary of the Russian alochol. Now we would see the 
Science Academy, Raman alcohol’s effect on Raman” an 


represented India. The return 
trip from Moscow gave him a 
chance to study firsthand the 
progress made by Germany, 
Switzerland and Italy in the 
sphere of Physics. 


The year 1926 saw Raman 
publishing the Indian: Journal 
for Physics. About this time, the 
German Physical Society made 
him a special request to con- 
tribute an exclusive article on 


invitee cracked pushing a glass 
in Raman's direction. The reac- 
tion was not reversible, the ef- 
fect was not reciprocal. With a 
modest “Thanks”, the glass was 
returned, for Raman was a 
teetotaller. 


The Golden Era 


The Golden Era paved the 
way to one better in 1932. After 
15 years’ service with the 


ae E act s Sa cutta University Science Col- 
response, Raman dwelt on ege, he decided to go south, ac- 


musical instruments, in general, 
laying a pointed stress on 
Veena, Mridangam and a host of 


cepting a Directorship at the In- 
dian Science, 


was in- ` 


Institute of 
Bangalore. Raman 


E idian EE strumental in fetching due im- 

= DAE portance to fundamental resear- 
HE je ong years of his research ch, mathematics and physics, at 

Work on light culminated in the the Institute. 
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The unceasing enthusiasm of 
Raman brought fresh honours to 
the Institute. In 1934, the Indian 
Academy of Sciences started 


‘functioning and 1948 saw the 
Raman- 


emergence of the: 


Research Institute. 


Following the establishment 
of the Raman Research In- 
stitute, Raman resigned the 
Directorship of the Indian In- 
stitute of Science in favour of 
that of the Raman Research In- 
stitute. As Director of Raman 
Research Institute, he was 
able to realise his dream of a 
live-wire organisation 
devoted to the advance- 
ment ot the many facets of 
physics. The institute has also 


sections devoted to meteorology, 


bio-chemistry and mathematics, 
and has a fullfledged obser- 
vatory. It also publishes: a 
periodical, Proceedings of the 
Indian Academy of Sciences. 


Almost every leading In- 
dian physicist has had his 
association with Raman. The 
man who ushered our country in 
the Atom Era, Dr. Homi Bhabha, 


and Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, 
were two of his illustrious 
disciples. 


Raman wasa member of many 
International scientific organisa- 
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tions. The German Academy, 
Munich, the Physical Society, 
Zurich, the Royal Philosophical 
Society, Glasgow, the Royal 
Academy of Ireland, the Science 
Academy of Hungary, and. the 
Academy of Sciences, Paris, are 
but a few of them. 


He was Chairman of the In- 
dians Academy of Sciences, 
since its inception in 1934. 


In 1951, the Philadelphia In- 
stitute of America awarded the 
Franklin Medal to Raman. In 


_ 1954, the topmost honour to an 


Indian — Bharat Ratna — went 
to him. The Soviet Union 
honoured him with the Interna- 
tional Lenin Prize, in 1957. 
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Dr. A. Jayaraman 


ITH Professor Raman, 

ursuit of Science was the 
very breath of his life. Single- 
minded devotion to work,intense 
concentration in whatever ac- 
tivity he was engaged in and a 
remarkable capacity to reduce 
complex problems to the fun- 
damentals were the secrets of 
his success. He also knew how 
to relax. He was deeply in- 
terested in Nature in a broad 
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sense. Anything beautiful im- 
mediately engaged him be it a 
— plant, a flower or a piece of 
rock. He could enjoy himself 
and be lost in thought looking at 
a tree. Often he used to burst in- 
to ecstatic joy over a colourful 
sunset. Great men have the 
ability to enjoy and appreciate 
common sights (common to the 
ordinary eye). 

Childlike simplicity is yet 
another characteristic of Prof. 
Raman. His reactions were spon- 
taneous and straight and he 
would do and say the unusual. 
There are many interesting 
anecdotes. 


At the Raman Research In- 
— Stitute, we were a small band of 
— research students and 
— associates. Prof. Raman would 
— meet every one of us af least 
4 once during the day to discuss 
. about work, or exchange a few 
Words. It was not the custom for 
Us to exchange any formal 
greetings. Many a time on his 
- birthday we wanted to wish him, 
but none of us did so. Perhaps 
- We felt that being insidersit was 
. hot proper for us to do so; 


LA communicating sen- 
timents. | forget the exact year. 
lt must have been in the middle 
30's when we all decided that 
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we should wish him on his birth- 
day. We got the Institute 
gardener to make a rose bou- . 
quet and | was chosen to be the 
person who would hand the 
bouquet over to Prof Raman. | 
accepted the assignment.on one 
condition, that the others 
should follow me. We all stood 
in the veranda in front of Prof. 
Raman's room and when he 
came out | promptly stuck the 
rose bouquet in his hand and all 
of us said, "We greet you on 
your birthday.” Prof. Raman, for 
a moment was taken aback by 
this act of ours and was deeply 
moved. In those days he would 
not show emotions outwardly. 
He took a sniff at the scent 
emanating from the roses and 
said, "| say, these are lovely 
roses, where did your get them? 
| suppose they are not from my 
own garden." We could not lie 
about the roses and admitted 
that they were from the Institute 
garden. Professor said, “You 
should have left them on the 
plants. They would have looked 
more gorgeous there than in the 
bouquet. Anyhow | thank you 
all.” That was our first and last 
formal wishing. 


When you are closetted with 
Prof. Raman, he always did 
much of the talking. When he 
was doing experiments in the 
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i Laboratory, it was his habit to 


E describe what he was observing 
and how wonderful such and 
i such effect is. The person who 
—— stood by him would 


automatically be saying, “Yes, 
2 Sir.” However, many a time 
RS awkward situations can arise. | 
$ have gone through this many a 
time myself and it would go 
something like this. Professor 
would say, “I say, | am seeing a 
most remarkable effect in this 
p. crystal. It is absolutely fantastic 
| and marvellous." — Yes, Sir. — 

The next statement after a few 

minutes of further observation 
> would be, “I think I still see it. It 
A may be there.” — Yes, Sir. — A 
few minutes later he would say, 
“| don't think there is any effect. 
It is all my imagination. | think | 
was foolish.” Here an ‘yes, sir’ 
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] — -[t wasn November 1949, two 
Y . of us, Sri Padmanabhan and 
A myself, had just joined the 
—Raman Research Institute. We 

were the first two to start work 

in the new Institute. Prof. 

Raman wanted us to arrange 
. some of the things he had 
- bought for his museum collec- 
— — tion. There were two beautiful 
— stuffed Himalayan pheasants, 
Hi » -which he had bought from a 
| Taxidermist in Calcutta. We left 
E xm the pheasants 


e 


in an open 


almirah and forgot to lock the 
door of the room. In those days 
there was no electricity in the 
Institute and we had just started 
organizing the place. As ill-luck 
would have it, two mongrels got 
wind of the stuffed birds. They 
gained entry into the room in 
the night and destroyed one of 
the pheasants beyond recogni- 
tion. The next morning when we 
came and saw the spectacle, it 
was such a shock. We knew that 
Professor would get very upset 
with us for not locking the room 
and something had to be done 
to cover up the catastrophe. We 
quickly ordered the servants to 
clean up the place and bury the 


. remnants of the pheasants in a 


far off place. Prof. Raman came, 
and went straight into the 
museum room. Not finding one 
of the pheasants he wanted to 
know what happened. It was 
part of our decision to maintain 
that only one pheasant was 
there. Professor repeatedly said 
that he“ definitely bought two 


'and was scratching his head as 


to how one could have disap- 
peared. Since we strongly main- 
tained that there was only one 
pheasant, he convinced himself 
that although he paid for two, 
only one specimen actually was 
brought to Bangalore. Then he 
went for a walk in the garden 
satisfied with his reasoning. 
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— After a few minutes he returned 
— with a feather of the same phea- 
sant which the mongrels tore to 
— pieces. The man who took the 
— remnants must have dropped a 
— feather on the way. It was dif- 
ficult to cover it up but we 
te managed to convince Professor 
a that some bird must have drop- 
ped a feather on its flight. Pro- 
— fessor must have wondered 
= about it but did not ask any fur- 
= ther questions. We felt very bad 
— for having hidden the truth from 





»* 


him. Since we had just joined, 
we did not want to run the risk 
of being sent away, by telling 
what happened. If that had been 
the case, we would not be tell- 
ing you this interesting episode! 

Prof. Raman was warm- 


hearted, generous and would 
never let down his students and 
associates. If we did anything 
worth-while, however small it 
may be, it was readily ap- 
preciated. Such was his noble 
nature. 
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B: Raman-Effect is that make up transparent 
O 


mconcerned with pure optics, substances. When a beam of 
with that happens to rays of 


light impinging on molecules 
62 








face, it is reflected in a straight 
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sunlight falls on a polished sur- 






4 \ 
line at an angle equal to that of 
the incidence. If it falls on an 
opaque substance, a great part 
of the light is just absorbed and 
the rest is scattered in an ir- 
regular way. What is absorbed 
becomes heat. What is scattered 
gives the colour to the 
substance. The substance 
selects the colour that it wants 
out of the mixture called 
sunlight. A rug of one kind of 
material scatters about the blue 
_ Of the sunlight and absorbs the 
~ Test of the rays. So it is called a 
— blue rug. So a rose scatters 
- about the particular colour that 
_ “We attribute to the rose. 


— The Raman-Effect deals with 
_ what happens to a beam of light 
Of a pure unmixed single colour 
_ that enters a transparent 
_ Substance. Much of it goes 
_ through without change, but a 
- Part is scattered about. The 
_ emerging ray exhibits a change 
- in colour, something different 
from what it was. This was a 
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to physical science. In this over- 
specialised world his breadth of 
knowledge is remarkable. He 
combines highest intellectual in- 
tegrity with a winning warmth of 
heart. His latter feature 
sometimes comes outof his ut- 
| terances which are delightfully 
free and frank. He is our most il- 
lustrious scientist, and we 
fervently hope that he will con- 
tinue for many years to guide 
the scientific progress of India. 


| — Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 


phenomenon not previously 
Observed by scientists. This. 


‘discovery by Raman led to a 


great many important 
developments in the world of 
sciencé. It furnished scientists 
with a powerful method of prob- 
ing into the constitution of 


molecules and helped them to 


give answers to a variety of 
questions arising in physics 
and chemistry Instru- 
ment makers of the world have 
designed many new instruments 
for its proper study. Over 6000 
original papers, it is said, have 
been written by scientists in 
various Universities on the 
Raman-Effect. 


Dr. Raman is a great ‘teacher. 
His knowledge is not confined 
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Every one knows that light Effect, 

travels in a straight line, not like 

sound which travels in all direc- But do not imagine it is all so 
. tions. Let us for a moment im- simple as this. It is a very com- 
—  ggine the sound too travels only plicated affair in reality. 
ina straight line like light. If | 
— sing out from one end of a hall 
— 'Ma' — if sound travelled just 







































"For the chair of Physics 
created by Sir Taraknath Palit, 




















like light only in a straight line, | We have been fortunate enough || 
then the sound would go only in | lO secure the services of Mr.' 
: a straight line in front of me. Chandrasekhara Venkata 
People in front of me would | Raman, who has greatly 
hear me sing ‘Ma’. A part of my | distinguished himself and ac- | 
voice, however, — and this is | quired a European fame by his 
the Raman-Effect — would be brilliant research in the do- 
reflected off the bodies of peo- | Main of Physical Science, 
ple seated in all hall. At a cer- assiduously carried on under the 
tain angle they would hear me most adverse circumstances 
sing, but they would not hear amidst the distraction of press- 
Ma”, but strangely enough, they | '"8 official duties... 
S would hear me singing ‘ga’. If | { shall fail in my duty if ! were 
Changed my note and sang ‘ga’, Y to restrain myself in my expres- | 
they would at that angle hear | sion of the genuine admiration ! 
me singing “Ri” and so on. This | feel for the courage and spirit of 


self-sacrifice with which Mr. | 
Raman has decided to exchange | 
a lucrative official appointment | 
for a ‘University Professorship, 
which, i regret to say, does not | 
carry even liberal emoluments. 
This one instance encourages | - 
me to entertain the hope that | © 
there will be no lack of seekers | 
after truth in the Temple of | 
Knowledge which it is our ambi- | 
tion to erect.” 1 

— Sir Asutosh ‘Mookered EE 


March 1914 


would be wonderful; but this 
— does not really happen with 

— sound. This is just what does 
happen, however, to the beam 
3 of light in the Raman- Effect. The 


3 Ma — is a portion of it, scat- 
— tered by the molecules on which 
_ the beam impinges, but in the 
— process it is altered in pitch to 
‘Ga’ If the beam of light were 
— "Ga", itis changed to “Ri”, and 
so on. The wave-length is chang- 
ed in the scattering. We have 
— now something of the Raman- 


DECEMBER 15,1988 + > 


"m 


». CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri x y - Vu 
ri i | tcl SES a TL 





q? 


Dr. Sir C. V. Raman was a great friend of the Bhavan: 
his message on the occasion of Bhavan’s Silver Jubilee: 


“The wide range of the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan's activities and the 
success they have achieved can only be described as most remarkable.” 


Below is given 


Facsimiles of three letters from Dr. C. V. Raman, are given here.—Ed. 
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SIR G.V. RAMAN,F.R.S.,N.L., RAMAN RESEARCH ENSTITUTE 
DIRECTOR HEBBAL POST, BANGAIORE,6. 


5th November, 1965, 


Refs No. 477 


Dear Mr, Ramakrishnan, 


‘I have just seen the "Dipavali Number of tho 
Bhavan's Journal, The picture on the cover page is ex- 


eddress 


a |. a: mien and 
/ ]| The photograph; (b) thenx name/of the firm who made 


end eddress' 
the colour blocks, and (c) tha name/of the firm who 


printed the cover page, 


information? 
| "Yours Sincerely, ` 
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Eten, 
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| Ne) The particular brand of colour film used for taking 


Could you kindly assist me in obtaining this 


gotri 


ej, LA GI Ai. | 


- A A | 





- 
A V 
J 














Refs: no. 1) Sth J uly, 1965 


My dea? Mr. Ramokrishna, 


7 I have just roceived your kihd letter 
of the 30th June 1966, requesting me to contribute 
to the proposed symposium on national integration. 

























I an rominded of tho famous adage, 
thst those who sow the wind will rosp the whirlwind. 
“ho real trouble started won the constitution pullod 
down the Englich lohguage and put Hindi in its place, 
ih the face of a strong and well-justified opposition. 
Tho evil results of that foaliah decisicn have Just 
begua to show thenselvos. Trere la worse yot to como 
and I do not think that anything can stop its coring. 
No usoTul purpose would be served ùy my writing or this 
very unplosssat topic. 


With apologics, 


Yours sincerely, 





SIR C..V. RAMAN RAMAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
Director ; BANGALORE-6 


9th July, 1964. eal 


BHAVAN'S JOURHAL has made a placo for itsclf 


in the cultural life of India. It is tnigue in 
I an 


the nature and character of its contents. 
writing to send uy cordial good wishes for the 


continued success of the Journal. 
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WẸ HE year 1921 was the 
A turning point in Raman's 
career. He published his first 
paper on the scattering of light 


by sulphur suspensions in the: 


"Proceedings of the Royal 
Society” of London along with 
the student B. B.Ray. In the sum- 
mer of 1921 at the pressing re- 
quest of Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, 
Raman made his first brief visit 
to Europe as a delegate to the 
Universities Congress held at 
Oxford. During this trip he 
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Prof. R.S. Krishnan 


visited the St. Paul's Cathedral 
in London and marvelled at its 
whispering gallery and carried 
out a few experiments which 
finally resulted in the publica- 
tion of two papers — one in 
“Nature” and the other in the 
“Proceedings of the Royal 
Society.” 


During the voyage Raman's 
attention was attracted to the 
problem of the origin of the blue 
colour of the Mediterranean 
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Sea. He conceived the idea that 
- the molecular scattering of light 
in water was the primary origin 
— of the colour of the deep sea, 
contrary: to Lord- Rayleigh's ex- 
planation that the blue was a 
reflection of the sky light by 
— water. Observations with Nicol 
polarising prisms during the 
return voyage confirmed 
— Raman’s hypothesis. These ober- 
vations furnished the inspiration 
for starting a comprehensive 
programme of research which 
he undertook in the Association 
= — on the molecular scattering of 
- light in solid, liquid and gaseous 
—— media. 


— — The laboratory with its 
— facilities steadily improving 
— under Raman's administration, 
— became the natural centre of 
- new activity. The assistance 
— given by a succession of gifted 
- collaborators, namely K.R. 
— Ramanathan, K.S. Krishnan, L.A: 
_ Ramdas, S. Venkateshwaran, 
LR. Rao, S.R. Rao, K. Seshagiri 
Rao, J. Kameshwara Rao etc. 
who were attracted to this 


dia, enabled Raman to push 
forward steadily, with his in- 
- vestigations. Not only the 
_ Studies on the molecular scatter- 
ing of light proved most fruitful 
In themselves, but they also sug- 
gested and inspired numerous 
CIN 
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. for which he was awarded the 


- laboratory from all parts of In- _ 
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researches in related topics in 
many branches of Physics. 


Early in 1928, the work of the 
preceding seven years on 
molecular scattering of light in. 2 
diverse media found its logical RÀ 
culmination and reward in the 
discovery of a new scattering 
phenomenon that bears his 
name — “Raman Effect" and 
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Nobel Prize in Physics in 1930. 
Using a simple experimental set $ 
up costing a couple of hundred : 
rupees only, Professor Raman 
discovered that some new fre- 4d 
quencies not present in the inci- 
dent light appeared in the light E 
scattered by any medium as a e 
result of the interaction bet- 

ween molecules of the il- 

luminated substance and the in- 

cident monochromatic radia- 

tion. Thus, in the spectrum of 

the light scattered by a 

substance Raman. Effect 

discloses itself by the present of 

new lines adjacent to the 
original lines of the incident 

light. 


Prof Raman and KS. 
Krishnan immediately took up 
intensive experimental studies 
on the modified (Raman) scat- 
tering in liquids and vapours, — 
Prof. Raman himself took an ac- — — 
tive part in setting up the experi- - 
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ment and making observations. 
Thus under the interaction of 
light any scattering medium 
could simultaneously absorb 
one photon and emit another of 
higher or lower frequency com- 
pared to that of the absorbed 
one. The energies of the incident 
and scattered photons differ by 
an amount corresponding to the 
energy difference between two 
quantum mechanical states or 
energy levels of the scattering 
medium. Thus Raman was the 
first to recognise and 
demonstrate that the energy of 
the photon can undergo a par- 
tial transformation within mat- 
ter. In a cable published in 
“Nature” of London, Prof. R.W. 
Wood of U.S.A. had stated that 


the beautiful discovery which 


resulted from Prof. Raman's 
long and patient study of the * 
phenomenon of light scattering 


Is one of the most convincing 
proofs of the quantum theory of 


light which was available at that 
time. 
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South Indian Science Associa- 
tion in Bangalore on March 16, 
1928, Raman made it clear that 
this discovery had not only 
opened up a new branch of 
spectroscopy, but the results of 
its application would prove to 
be of great significance for 
Physics and Chemistry general- 
ly. These anticipations were 
amply fulfilled, as many in- 
vestigators in all parts of the 
world entered the new field of 
research and by their contribu- 
tions extended it rapidly in 
many directions. Investigations 
on the Raman Effect naturally 
formed a considerable part of 
the activities of the laboratory 
where it was discovered, and 
many significant contributions 
were made by students of 
Raman at the Association in 
Calcutta. During the same 
period Raman and his students 
published numerous memoirs 
on X-ray diffraction, magneto- 
optics, magnecrystallic action 
and crystal structure. 
(Courtesy, ‘The Hindu’) 
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WEEK later — 





a In the Manager's cabin 
— Pandey was discussing 


main business hall all the 
members of.the staff were at 
— work attending to the needs of 
— the customers. 


-— — Suddenly Pandey heard a 
Knock at the door of his cabin 
and before he could say, “Yes! 
— —Come in!" Kantilal: rushed in. 
— Not expecting him to come to 
_ the Bank, both Pandey and Rao 
„| became speechless for a while 
- but Pandey gaining self- 
— confidence said, “Kantilalji, 
. Please be seated!" 

_ Without waiting for any ex- 
— change of courtesies Kantilal 
- dragged a chair, sat down and 
- said rudely, “What you have 


^ 


- done is not in good taste!” 
_ Underterred, Pandey gave no 


= something with Rao and in the 
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reply. He looked at Kantilal 
without opening his mouth. 


His silence irritated the petty 
leader. “I learn from the loan- 
sponsoring office thaton flimsy 
grounds" you have rejected 170 
out of 200 applications. His tone 
was violently harsh. 


Pandey understood what the 
matter was. "| am sorry. Under 
the anti-poverty programme 
they were ineligible for the 
loans and so | had to return the 
applications.” Pandey tried to 
explain his stand as politely as 
possible. 


Kantilal was furious. He 
forcefully demanded: “I know 
everthing. Now tell ~me 
specifically whether you are 
going to sanction these loans or 
not2” His voice echoed through 
the thin panels of the cabin. 


Pandey thought for a while. 


71 


aranasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri — 
= p cM. re n st fet > E A t2 reri "1 


- ede n 


WV a cl ee A 










50 


d 





The so-called leader and a wilful 
defaulter, was going too far. He 
wanted to cut him short once 
for all. With a firm voice he said 
frankly, “Kantilalji,. we have 
already returned the applica- 
tions and there is no question of 
laking them up again. | am 
sorry!" 


His fury still unabating, Kan- 
-tilal thundered: “But | did tell 


_ you that | am interested in these 


- proposals. 


Without informing 
me how could you release those 


- 30 loans?" He found fault with 


Pandey. 


Least disturbed, Pandey bold- 
ly answered: “I am sorry, Kan- 


—tilalji, | am not answerable to 


you. The applications came 


— „directly to us and we have'dealt 
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with them independently. | do 
not believe in middlemen!” 


Kantilal roared: “Middleman! 
Did you say middleman. Who is 
the middleman? I warn you: You 
may have to répent for having 
hurled this insulting word at me, 
understand? You are perhaps 
not aware how long the arms of 
this Kantilal can reach.” He 


dramatically — stretched his: 
hands. 
Unperturbed, to add em- 


phasis to his words Pandey 
calmly said, "Sorry | have 
nothing more to discuss with 
you as | am in no way 
answerable to the people un- 
connected with the anti-poverty 
Programmes.” 
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Kantilal shouted: “You donot 
— know what sort of a man | am 
~~ and what connections | have at 
the ministerial level. 1 will see 
_ that you are ousted from this 
|. place, understand?" Holding out 
— — a threat like this, he thumped on 
_, the table furiously and left the 
cabin at once with the cabin 
— door swiftly banging behind 
= hm. 
- uneasy calm in the cabin. Rao 
- took his handkerchief and slow- 
ly wiping the perspiration, said, 
- "Today, the Ravana has reveal- 
3 . ed himself fully, Sir, he may 
create trouble to everyone of 


z; a US. 


1 " 


— composed throughout, now 
- . Pandey got excited. He slowly 
— said, “Just see the irony. This is 
the anti-poverty scheme spon- 
sored by the Government. But in 
the dirty hands of the local of- 
- ficials and selfish leaders, the 
"scheme gets  strangulated. 
- While identifying the borrowers, 
- why can't the officials identify 
- those five poor widows who had 
to be helped by the school prin- 
‘cipal and our own staff 
nember? This is how the whole 
“scheme Works.” 


— Rao sadly said, “It is really un- 
E sir!” 
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For a while :there was an. 


Although he was calm and 





"Unfortunate?" 
disclosed, 
come with a strange proposal 
of sharing commission. He told 
me that he would collect Rs. 


Pandey. 
“This Ravana had 


500/- from each borrower out 
of the subsidy and give me a 
share out of it.” 


Hearing this, Rao shook his 
head and said, "Sir, there could 
be some greedy people who 
might join hands with 
unscrupulous people like Kan- 
tilal and bring a bad name to the 
banking community as a 
whole!" 


But Pandey advised caution: 
"Rao, times are not good. Really 
they are not good. We live in a 
society contaminated with 
dishonesty and selfishness and 
the honest andthe selflessare in 
a minority. Let us be careful so 
that we may not fall a prey to 
anti-social elements.” 


Rao nodded his head in agree: 
ment and went out of the cabin 
in a thoughtful mood. - 


Many days passed. 


Pandey had forgotten the en- 
tire episode of Kantilal’s rage 
and threat and the business in 
the Bank was going on as usual 
without any hitch. 


One day in the morning when — 
the Manager was busy scribbl- 




































—* ing something on the letter pad, 
the Divisional Manager of the 
Bank suddenly appeared with a 
hand bag. As soon as he saw 
him, Pandey stood up, folded 
his hands and respectfully wish- 
ed, “Good morning, sir. 
Welcome to our office.” 


Smiling graciously the DM 
said, “Good morning, Pandey.” 


DM took his seat and en- 
quired: “How are you, Pandey?” 


“Sir, please be seated here!” 
Pandey vacated and offered his 
own seat. 


Pandey occupied a chair op- 


replied, ‘‘Doing fine, sir.” 


_ DMin an appreciative tone 
said, “I learn that you are doing 
~ a good job here.” 

© Pandey smiled: “With the 
blessings of persons like you, 
Er." 

_ Then the DM disclosed the 
_ purpose of visit: “I have come 
here on an. unpleasant mission.” 
' Hearing this, a shock wave 
— passed through Pandey's body 
- for a moment. He looked up at 
his face, enquiringly. 

The DM slowly spoke looking 
deep into Pandey's eyes, “You 
Know these are the days of mass 
lending. There is pressure from 
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all corners. Grant loans liberally 
they suspect you have illegally 
minted money. They may also 
brand you rash. But if you don’t 
grant loans, people will com- 
plain that no loans are granted. 
Then they will think that you ex- 
pect something. The manage- 
ment will conclude that you are 
timid...” 


Hearing this indirect 


reference Pandey could sense 


what the matter was. He asked 
candidly, “In which category do 
| fall, sir?" He was very polite. 


Without answering that ques- 
tion the DM took his hand bag, 
opened it and took out a letter 
and passed it on to Pandey. 
Then with a sigh he said, "Look, 
here is a complaint against you. 
But it has no name and no 
signature ..!”. 


Pandey was baffled. Eagerly 
he asked, “But,sir, do you take 
note of such anonymous com- 
plaints also?” 


The DM not answering the 
question directly, asked, “You 
just go through the letter and 
see for yourself what it says.” 


On going through the com- 
plaint, Pandey's hands trembl- 
ed, face became red and sighing 
heavily he gave it back without 
uttering a single word as by then 
he felt that the whole world was 
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— — working against him. 
Then: DM revealed sadly: 
- "This letter is addressed per- 
- — .sonally to our Chairman. Copies 
7 have gone to the Reserve Bank, 
Finance Ministers of the State 
— — and the Centre, and now from 
— all quarters we may get 'love 
. letters.” 


j 








ES Hearing this Pandey became 
— nervous. He was holding his 
head high courageously all 
_ these days only because he 
was feeling that so long as he 
- was honest nobody could raise a 
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little finger against him. But 
now! Suddenly he felt shaky. 
Yet he strongly pleaded, though 
in a trembling voice, “Sir, don't 
you know my background and 
what sort of a man I am!” 

But the DM was helpless. He 
replied in a tone indicating. 
worry, "We know! But you may 
be aware that today we are 
working in a public sector bank. 


Public sector means open for - 


the general public to praise or 
blame and one should be al- 


ways prepared to face more of 


criticism than appreciation.” 
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Getting more and more wor- 
I ried, Pandey pleaded in vain, 
| "But sir, an unsigned and 
| unidentified complaint alleges 
that ] take commission for san- 
| tioning loans at the rate of Rs. 
- 250 for a sewing machine, Rs. 
— 500 for a buffalo, Rs. 1,000 for a 
— bullock cart and Rs. 10,000 for a 
truck. Sir, I swear, I swear by 
| Lord’ Rama's name that, this is 


allegation. I beseech you to 
totally ignore this complaint.” 
The DM replied  dispas- 
í  sionately, “Pandey, I am bound 
1 by duty. Our Chairman has 
= asked me to make an investiga- 
— — tion. Therefore I have to come 
~ down here on an unscheduled 
— visit. Now please get me all 
your loan ledgers. After going 
— through them I will contact a 
| few parties independently and 
, verify the facts myself.” To 
_ Pandey these words came as a 
bolt from the blue. : 

- — "But sir, don't you rely on 
me?” With folded hands Pan- 
- dey went on pleading his inno- 
— cence. But the DM had to carry 
— out-the orders of tke superiors. 
- So he firmly said, "I have al. 
-— ready told you that ours is a 
public institution. Each and 
- every complaint has to be look- 
ed into. Please try to under- 
. Stand." | 
__ Pandey became speechless. 
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M With his fingers still trembling 
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he pressed the call bell. In 
response Hasmukh appeared 
and saluted. Pandey instructed, 
“Hasmukh, get all the loan 
ledgers. Then please prepare 
two cups of tea for us. Here is 
the money for milk.” 

Hasmukh silently received 
money, kept it in his pocket and 
went out. Within a few mo- 
ments he brought the ledgers 
and placed them before the 
DM for his verification. Then he 
went out to fetch milk for pre- 
paring tea. 

Silently the DM went through 
the ledger minutely and noted 
down certain points as Pandey 
looked on. After sometime 
Hasmukh brought tea and kept 
the cups before them mechanic- 
ally. In a pensive mood both of 
them drank silenily. 

After completing the verifica- 
tion of the books the DM leaned 
back on the seat and yawned: 
“You know I had to start very 
early in the morning to reach 
this place.” He said as though 
he had nothing else to speak 
about. 

Pandey acknowledged, “Yes! 
This place is a bit out of the 
Ww ay." 

Then DM concluded, "Any- 
way my job is done. Now call 
your staff members. I would like 
to say ‘hello’ before I leave!” 
He looked at the business-hall. 
Pandey went out and signalled 
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- everyone to come in. One by 
one they came in. The DM 
- stood up and shook hands. 
—— Looking at Shakuntala he 
observed, “You are a new- 
+ comer, I presumel!" Shakuntala 
— nodded her head and said with 
q smile, “Yes, sir!" 
"How is the work in the 
Bank?" For this question, 
—— Shakuntala replied, “Quite in- 
= teresting, sir!” 
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Copper/Brass Plates, Sheets, Strips 


Then picking up his bag, the 
DM said, "Friends, best of luck 
to everyone of you!” As he left 
the cabin all the members cf 
the staff respectfully joined their 
palms. Pandey followed the DM 
up to the door and after seeing’ 
him off returned to his cabin 
with a very heavy heart. By 
then all the staff members had 
returned to their seats. 

(To be Conid.) 
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KANNADA RAJYOTSAVA Apart from this, he has held 


AWARD FOR DR. G.V.K. RAO many distinguished positions in 
Government Service. He was 
also the Chairman, ICAR Review 
Committee, Government of In- 


The prestigious Rajyotsava 
Award: — 1988, Government of 


as presentacio Dr dia; Team Leader, FAO Food 


: : «| Security Assistance Schemes 
ld oM noa ak Evaluation Committee; Special 
outstanding contribution in the Adviser to the DG/FAO ee Aid 
field of Administration by the  '" Kind for Agriculture in A ce 
_ Chief Minister, Sri S.R. Bommai, A 
| at a colourful function organis- 
| ed at the Ravindra Kalakshetra, 

— organised by the Kannada and 
{ Culture Department of the 
Government of Karnataka on 
Tuesday, November 1, 1988. 


Dr. Rao was the former Chief 
| Secretary of the Government of 
]: — Karnataka and a Member of the 
1 — National Planning Commission, 
{Government of India. 
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MUNSHI'S ROLE IN 
HYDERABAD LIBERATION 
STRUGGLE 


To mark the Birth Centenary 
of Dr. K.M. Munshi and the 
Golden Jubilee Year of his 
‘brain-child’, the Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan, the Bhavan's 
Alumini Association of College 
of Communication and Manage- 
ment, Hyderabad, recently 
observed "Freedom Forty in 
-Hyderabad: A Day To 
Remember” before a large and 
distinguished gathering of the 
elite of the twin cities of 
Secunderabad and Hyderabad. 


A special feature of the pro- 
gramme was that all the 
freedom fighters who spoke on 
the occasion highlighted the 
role played by Dr. K.M. Munshi 
in the Hyderabad Liberation 
Struggle, launched by the 
Hyderabad State Congress 
-under the leadership of Swami 
Ramananda Tirtha, after Munshi 
took over as India's Agent- 
General in Hyderabad at a 
critical phase of the Struggle, 
following the Agreement reach- 
ed between the Government of 
India and Nizam's Government 
in November 1947. 


pe m ee em ee 


© Shri KV. Narsing Rao, a 


Member of the Working Com- 


mittee of the  erstwhile 
Hyderabad State Congress, 
presided. 


Speaking on the occasion, 
Shri Narsing Rao suggested that 
the sacrifices of freedom 
fighters who laid down their 
lives for the freedom of 
Hyderabad like Shoebullah 
Khan should be immortalised by 
setting up monuments in their 
memory. 


Shri Rao recalled the non- 
violent and even armed struggle 
waged by the people of the 
erstwhile Nizam's State for the 
liberation of the State and its in- 
tegration with the Indian Union. 
He hoped that the book on the 
History of Hyderabad Freedom 
Struggle, being written by Shri 
V.H. Desai, a veteran freedom. 
fighter and journalist himself, 
would highlight the grim strug- 
gle waged by the people both 
within the State and outside. 


Shri M.S. Rajalingam, a 
veteran freedom fighter and 
fromer Minister, recalling his ex- 
periences said the contribution 
of leaders such as Kulapati K.M. 
Munshi and Swami Ramananda 


Tirtha in the struggle for 
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Shri K.V. Narsing Rao garlanding 
the portraits of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel. and Dr. K.M. 
Munshi. 


Hyderabad's freedom and its 
merger into India would be 
remembered forever. He said 
Munshi's concept of 'Akhand 
Hindustan' was not based on 
narrow and parochial concept 
but was conceived as the sheet- 
anchor of reintegration of In- 
dian polity. 


Shri V.H. Desai, Freedom 
Fighter, Hon. Principal and the 
President-Advisor of Bhavan's 
Alumnae, said that but for the 
valiant struggle waged by the 
people, Free India could not 
have launched a ‘police action’ 
against the Nizam’s Govern- 
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ment who dreamt of becoming 
‘His Majesty’ of ‘Azad 
Hyderabad’, after the lapse of 
British paramountcy. He said 
that the History of Hyderabad 
Freedom Struggle began as ear- 
ly as 1800 A.D. 


Shri C. Sudarshan, a freedom 


fighter and well-known educa-- 


tionist, while highlighting the 
role played by Shri Munshi, 
spoke of the confidence he had. 
reposed in the students’ 
movements of which he was a 
part. He said the values of 
freedom era had undergone a sea- 
change and a new youth move- 
ment was called for. 
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Shri Akbar Hussain, freedom 
fighter and trade union leader, 
said the hurdles caused by those 
ruling Hyderabad in the 
erstwhile Nizam's State were 
the makings of those officials 
who had come to this part from 
other places. He said the history 
of Hyderabad’s freedom move- 
ment was not sufficiently pro- 
gagated and the sufferings and 
Sacrifices of the people who 
fought for Hyderabad’s freedom 
were not known to many among 
the younger generation. 


Shri A.K. Mukherjee, the 
Chairman of Bhavan's Alumae 
welcomed, and Shri Mural 
Mohan, Jt. Secretary, proposec 
a vote of thanks. 





KULPATI MUNSHI'S 
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 
IN GUJARAT 


The Gujarat-Governmen: 
Sponsored Gujarat Sahity; 
Academy has formed a commit 
tee for the centenary celebra 
Kons of Kulapati Shri K.M. Mun 
shi. 


It decided to propagate his 
literary creations by producinc 
some of them on the stage and tc 
Organise the performance ir. 
various cities of Gujarat. The 
wellknown cultural institution 
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Darpana Academy was assigned 
this project. 


Damini Mehta, the head of the 
Drama Department of Darpana, 
and a veteran artist of Gujarat 
theatre, directed 'Purush 
Samovadi', a composite pro- 
gramme which was compiled by 
the poet-dramatist Dr. Chiny 
Modi. 


As many as 13 performances 
were held in different district 


- towns of Gujarat and it was 


presented for the delegates of 
the Gujarati Sahitya Parishad 
Sammelan held at Bombay in 
December 1987. 
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Damini Mehta in one of Munshi- 
ji’s plays. 
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Ahmedabad Doordarshan and 
also broadcast from Akashwanl, 
Ahmedabad. With every perfor- 
mance, wellknown writers spoke 
about various facets of Kulapati- 
Ji. The last performance was held 
in Bharuch, the birth place of 
Kulapatiji. Shri Amarsinh 
Chaudhary, the Chief Minister of 
Gujarat, presided over the func- 
tlon and paid homage to Kulapati 
Shri K.M. Munshi. 


Damini Mehta who directed 
and acted in the excellent pro- 
duction was warmly con- 
gratulated after every perfor- 


mance. She hopes to take the. 


production later-this year to the 
U.K. and the U.S.A. 


INDOLOGISTS HONOURED 


Prominent Indological 
scholars were honoured by. Shri 
L.P. Shahi, Union Minister of 
State for Education and Culture, 
and many indological publica- 
tions released at a function held 
in the new premises of Motilal 
Banarsidass, Publishers, at A-44, 
Naraina Industrial Area, Phase-l, 
New Delhi, on October 14; 1988. 


The authors honoured were: 
Prof. Ved Vyas, Supreme Court 
Advocate who started his career 
as an indologist in Lahore, Prof. 
G.V. Tagore, devoted to the 








study of Prakrit, Apabhransh, 
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It was telecast from the 
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Sanskrit and Puranic lore, Prof 


Jagannath Agrawal, Epigaphist: 
and Head of the Sanskrit 
Department, Punjab University, 
Prof. Ram Chandra Prasad of 
Patna University and author of 
many books including the 
translation of  “Ramcharit 
Manas”, and Prof. R.C. Dwivedi 
of Rajasthan University, who 
has specialised in poetics and 
Indian Philosophy. 


The books released were: The 
first English translation of the: 
well-known German book of 
Oldenberg. “Religion of the 
Vedas”, “Panini” by George Car- 
dona which is the first volume 
of the 17 - volume project 
undertaken. by this Professor of 
Pennsylvania University; and 
Volume five of the eight- 
Volume “Indian Kavya 
Literature” by Prof. A.K. Warder 
of the University of Toronto. 


Shri Shahi assured the 
help .of the Ministry to 
publishers as well as the institu- 
tions all over India for the pro- 
motion of Sanskrit and lIn- 
dological Studies. 


| JAIPUR KENDRA 
- Mountaineering by Students 


A 40-member team of moun- . 
taineers from the Bharatiya 


guizea-pDy-euaandgortt. 
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Vidya Ashram Jaipur, suc- 
cessfully completed a fortnight- 


long trekking tour of the 
Himachal Himalayas recently. 


The tour was organised by the 


Mountaineering Association of . 


Rajasthan and coordinated by the 
Mountaineering and Adventure 
Institute of Rajasthan. The moun- 
taineers were led by Shri K.N. 
Singh, Director of the Moun- 
taineering Association. The prin- 
cipal of Bharatiya Vidya 
Ashram, Shri B.G. Pitre was the 
manager of the team. 

The team scaled peaks 14,000 
feet high and covered three im- 
portant places — Vyas Kund, 
Rohtas. Darra and Patalsu peak 
during the course of their trekk- 
ing expedition. With an average 
age of 12 years the oldest 
member of the team was the 
35-year-old Dr. (Smt) Kanta 
Dadu. The baby of the team was 
the three-year-old Priyadarshini 
Singh (Happy). 
MULTI-LINGUAL DRAMA 
COMPETITION ORGANISED BY 
ALLAHABAD NATYA SANGH 

The Allahabad Natya Sangh is 
Organising the 22nd All-India 
Short Play Competition and 
Theatre Seminar at Allahabad 
from February 22 to March 10, 
1989. 
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This is the only Multilingual 
Drama Competition of its type 
in the whole of India. Last year 
as many as 100 drama troupes 
comprising of 3,000 artistes par- 
ticipated. 

The competition is open to all 
and the plays can be staged in 
any of the dialects or regional 
languages of India and even in 
Nepali. 


Free lodging and subsidised: 
board will be provided to all 
outstation teams besides the: 
usual railway concessions. 


For details write to Shri Viren- 
dra Sharma, General Secretary, | 
Allahabad Natya Sangh, 22, 
Mahatma Gandhi Marg. 
Allahabad 211 001. 


PALGHAT KENDRA 


Unit of Rajendra Prasad 
Institute 


^ unit of the Rajendra Prasad 
Institute of the Bhavan was in- 
augurated at the Palghat Kendra 
on August 10, 1988 at the 
Bhavan's own building by Shri B. 
Subramaniam, Plant Manager, 
Carborundum Universal Ltd. 


It was a well attended func- 
tion presided over by the Ken- 
dra Chairman, Dr. T.K. Keshavan : 
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Nair. The Chairman was 
optimistic that the “Munshi 


Birth Centenary Memorial 
| Cultural Complex” will take 
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shape in the near future. 


Prof. N.S. Panchanath, Direc- 
tor, gave the details of the 
course. At present the unit has 
started the P.G. Diploma course 
in Industrial Relations & Person- 
nel Management. The faculty in- 
cludes eminent and experienced ' 
persons selected from among 
the Chief Personnel Managers of 
the prestigous industries of this 
area and others who are in the 

- field for many years. 


Shri T. Sreenivasulu, Vice- 
Chairman, introduced the Chief 
Guest and Shri P.P. Unni, Jt. 


“ed the faculty members. 


Prof. K.P. Vijaya Krishnan, 
Hon. Secretary, spoke on 
Bhavan's activities with special 
reference to its academic pro- 
grammes. He also proposed a 
vote of thanks. 
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Preparations are going on in 
the Kendra- to celebrate the 
—* Golden Jubilee of the Bhavan 


1 — Kulapati Munshiji. 










Director of the course, introduc- 


and the Birth Centenary of 
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KUM. SHOBHA - 
RAMACHANDRAN'S MAIDEN 
MUSIC CONCERT 


The maiden Carnatic vocal 
music concert of Kumari 
Shobha Ramachandran, a stu- 
dent of Shri T.S. Anantharaman, 
Principal of Naada Brahman 
School of Music, Chembur, 
Bombay, on October 8, 1988 
evening at the Balvikas Hall, 
Chembur, revealed her talent in. 
various aspects such as Raaga- 
aalapana, rendering of. Kirtana 
and Kalpana swarams though 
there was scope for more regula- 
tion of speed on the whole. 
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The highlight of the concert 


was the artistic singing. of 
Raagam, Thaanam, Pallavi in 
Raaga Kaambodhi. 


- She was ably supported by 
Shri Sriram Subbaraman on 
Mridangam and Kumari 
Mangala Vaidyanathan on Violin. 


‘Naada Brahman’, Chembur, 
every year celebrates in a grand 
manner the birth Anniversaries 
of Saint: Tyagaraja and 
Muthuswamy  Dikshitar apart 
from holding several music con- 
certs. The School sends every 
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Shri C. Subramniam, 
of the Indian edition (brought 
autobiography, “Time and Chance,” 


Callaghan, 


Chairman of Bhavan Intern 


year students for the Carnatic 
Music examinations. 


SHRI ROHIT MEHTA 





-Our congratulations to Shri Rohit 


.C. Mehta, Chairman of G.N.F.C. on 
his election as President of tho Indian 
Chamber 






ational presenting a copy 


out by the Bhavan) of Lord James Callaghan' 


to Lord Callaghan 
recent visit to London. To Lord Callghan's left. le h during the former's 


Is wife, Lady Audrey 


and at extreme left Is Shri Mathoor Krishnamurthi. 
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A UNIQUE ANTHOLOGY “ runs to 60,000 pages! May I say 
that this anthology reflects the 
essence of his writings. 

A Radhakrishnan Reader: An An- XE 


thology Pub. Bharatiya Vid | E ES 
Bhava’, Pp 680. Price Rs. 200.00. DNS 
READER 


rt A e: 


Centenaries of different great — RRE 
personalities are celebrated in ] 
various ways. So too is the. 
centenary of Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan being observed 
in serveral ways at different 
places in the context of the 
several roles he played in an il- 
lustrious manner in his brilliant 
career. l 


| 

j 

+ Essentially however he was a 
philosopher par excellence. The 

Bhavan has significantly brought: 





out an excellent 680-pagé an- 
thology of his writings which 
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| have personally known Dr 
Radhakrishnan. He once told 
me when he was Vice-President 
of India that he advised the All 
India Radio to start the day with 
Suprabhatam! He once referred 
to his having been an Envoy in 
Moscow, when Stalin, the Arch 
. Dictator complimented him as 
he put his hand on Stalin's 
shoulder: ‘Alone among others, 
you are the one who spoke to 
me as man to man’! 


|l can say that Dr. 
Radhakrishnan played, frisked 
about with X philosophical 
thoughts and concepts with 
such ease and freedom that one 
felt he was born for it! His range 
of thought was the whole world 
and not only India. He 
thoroughly enjoyed the game. | 
would call it ‘Leela Vihar’ for 
want of any English expression. 
The Sanskrit saying ‘Vachamar- 
thonudhavati’ was literally true 
in his case. Words and expres- 
sions rushed forth like a moun- 
tain stream conveying what he 
thought incisively and eloquent- 
ly. What he wrote was limpid, 
lucid and lovable. His approach 
Was intuitive rather than only in- 
tellectual. And- that is why it is 
enjoyable in addition to being 





portance of the spiritual crav- 
ings and aspirations of the 
human soul. He was instrumen- 
tal in founding the Centre for 
Religious Studies at Harvard 
and also of students studying 
Treligions living together on the 
campus with their families! 


Open Dr. Radhakrishnan's 
writings wherever you like, you 
come across some beautiful 
sentences which linger in our 
minds. They are like indepen- 
dent themes for books. 


` For instance, | may quote the 
following: — 


(a) Real religion is life expressed 
and in depth. 


(b) Yoga is Discipline by which 
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Strictly rational. 


One more important aspect 
T Of Dr. Radhakrishnan's writings 
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we silence the clamour of 


our senses and forms of in-- 


tellect and awaken the 
spiritual in us. 

(c) Being needs  non-being 
(before and after) for its 


manifestation! 


(d) Recover the spiritual dimen- 
sion of life, the lack of which 
today has darkened the 
culture of the world. 

(e) Spiritual perception is 
integral insight. 


Often enough while reading 
Dr. Radhakrishnan's writings 
‘one feels like ruminating on the 
dazzling brilliance of his in- 
tellect draped in the graceful 
English phrase of which he was 
master. He referred to wisdom, 
which alone he said, would 
redeem us, as different from 
Knowledge abounding. He be- 
moaned the crisis of Faith which 
has enveloped the human mind. 
No amount of secularist 
enlightenment brought about by 
modern science and technology 
can be a remedy. It is only the 
saving touch and dominance of 
spiritual values which can guide 
humanity to its destined goal of 
divine perfection. 
How one wishes this An- 


thology to be read and 'studied 


by all our intellectuals! 


— Dr. R.R. Diwakar 
92 
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| (TELUGU-HINDN 
| . VEMANA VANI 
Translator Vemuri 
Radhakrishna Murthy, 
Publisher: Sat Sahithya Saha 
Yogisandham, Gandhidarshan, 
Pradarshini Prangan, Exhibition 
Grounds, Hyderabad 500 001 
Price — Not indicated. 


Vemana (C. 17th century A.D.) 
is the South. Indian Kabir and 
was a social reformer. He was 
born in a family of tillers in An- 
dhra Pradesh. There is no 
authentic information about his 
place of birth In hisPadyams, he 
has indicated that his native 
place was Mookachintapalle 
and that his clan belonged to 
the Kaabi family. But in the Cud- 
dapah District, in a place called 
Katarupalle, there is a Math 
presided over by the 'descen- 
dants of Vemana. It is learnt 
that the Samadhi of Vemana is 
there. There is also a story that 
in his youth, Vemana was 
lusting after women and that he 
reformed himself when he was 
rebuked by his elder brother's 


this. 


Vemana has thousands of 
Padyams to his credit. ^ During 
tours hesangPadyamsto suit each 
place for the edification of the 
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common people. C.P. Brown, an Suri Nagamma was one of the 

Englishman, for the first time, staunch devotees of Ramana : 
collected these and published Maharshi. During the period 
them «with ^ his English 1945 to 1950 she recorded with 
translation. But researchers con- faith and fervour the significant 
sider that there are a few inter- happenings at Ramana- 
polations in this. shramam. These records (which 
she aptly calls the events that 
took place in the sannidhi of the 
Bhagavan) were written in the 
form of letters to her brother, 
Shri D.S. Sastri. They are 273 in 
number and run into five 
volumes called Lekhalu in 
Telugu. Though the period 
covered is less than 52 months, 
"Suri Nagamma and we the 
readers are fortunate enough to 
"live through," as it were, the 
best, the most significant and 
"prosperous" period in the 
history of the ashrama. For, it 
— S.N. Sriramadesikan was during that period, the 
heyday of its glory and 


Of Vemana Padyams, only a 
hundred are there in the book 
under review and published with 
a Hindi translation. The exposi- 
tion in Hindi is true to the im- 
port of the Padyams. When the 
Telugu Padyams are written in. 
Hindi characters, pronunciation’ 
differs in some places, leading 
to wrong meaning.There is the 
need, to add notes to clarify the 
correct import. This may be at- 
tended to in the next edition. 


RAMANASHRAMADA greatness, that the the largest 

number of earnest sadhakas 

PATRAGALU came to Bhagawan. There were: 

(Kannada) a number of laymen too with 

| their mundane problems, 

. (Letters from Ramashrama) physical ailments and domestic 
Volume 2 by Suri Nagamma worries. 

(original Telugu) Translated by There were, besides, fools 

Di? K.A. Narayanan) who came to scoff. But the great 


Published by Ramana Maharshi sage of Arunachala received all 
Centre for Learning, 40/41, 22nd of them with love and compas- 


‘Cross, Lower Palace Orchards, sion, cleared their spiritual 
Bangalore 560 003. Pages doubts, answered their anxious 


VIII -- 167, Price Rs. 20/- queries and did not hesitate to 
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as on page 69 and 128 for ex- 
ample) shallow-minded ques- 
tioners. 


: The book, the second part of 
5 Suri Nagamma's monumental 
3 work, consists of 60 crisp and 

clear letters, covering the period 

December 1946 to July 1947. 

The ardent disciple has avidly 

and assiduously recorded cer- 

tain personal anecdotes which 
throw a flood of light on the ac- 
tivities of the ashrama and on 
the mighty advaitin of 

Arunachala. She has also record- 

ed with equal ardour the sage's 

analysis and exposition of quite 

a number of philosophical con- 
‘cepts, religious practices and 
E dharmic regulations. 


E Let me cite a few outstanding 
examples. The very first letter 
m describes Deepotsava. The 
f Maharshi, out of his infinite 

~ Compassion for the vast con- 
S course of bhaktas, sat in the in- 
. complete and ill-equi ed 
yi Jubilee Hall, braving the. lashing 
/ rain even at 2 a.m. Even the 
= Spiritually great can have a fine 
and delicate sense of humour 
EC | is a living 
— example). This has been vividly 
— — brought out in letters 29, 30, 33 
and others. In letter 49 (Pages 

7138) the Maharshi wields the 
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chastise (quite harshly, at times 


- y TO Tom 1 

eval ds | ow 
weapons of humour to make fun | 
of the modern way of observing. 
ancient acharas. Here he 
chooses Kashiyatra and 
castigates the present-day 


bridegroom who exploits the'oc- 
casion to extract as many things | 
as. possible from the harried and 
harassed father of the bride! 


There is God's plenty of 
Viveka and Jnana, of il. 
luminating insights and succinct 
interpretations of many a dif-, 
ficult scriptural passage. Let me 
give a few examples to illustrate 
how many abstract concepts 
have been explained in a scin- 
tillatingly vivid manner: Aksha 
(Page 27), Dravidasishu (Page 
33) Thasyasshikhaya madhye 
Paramatma Vyavasthitah (93) 
Manonasha (94) Pada and Shiras 
ae and Parecha Prarabhda 
14). 

























Every letter of Suri Nagamma 
speaks for her learning, her 
knowledge of Telugu, Sanskrit ^ 
and Tamil and her deep interest . - 
in locating passages cited by the — 
Bhagavan. Ramana Maharshi 
composed poems in Sanskrit  - 
and Tamil. Some of the extracts _ 
as on pages 28, 81 126, 157 and 
167 are very illuminating. The  - 
allegorical piecé on page 81 3 
(Happalada Hadu) arrests our at- _ 
tention. - E 
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Dr. Narayanan has 
of all the South Indian 
languages, besides English and 
Sanskrit, and his first-hand ac- 
quaintance with all our scrip- 
tural texts has made the Kan- 
nada version remarkably 
beautiful. l- am using 
“remarkably beautiful” advised- 
ly; Narayanan's Kannada is 
learned, his style racy and the 
sentences well-knit. | am sure a 
better translator of Suri Nagam- 
ma could not have been found. 
Even the footnotes bear the 
mark of a research scholar. The 
translator does enjoy, | am con- 


vinced, the grace and compas- 


sion of the Sage of Thiruvan- 
namalai. 


In my review of the first part 
of 'Letters from Ramanashrama' 
(Bhavan's Journal of July 1-15, 
1982) | had made a few sugges- 
tions. Though my suggestion 
that a brief sketch of Suri 
Nagamma's Life be ` incor- 
porated has been partly fulfilled 
by the Preface in the second 
part, the other suggestions have 
not been implemented. ! still 
feel that a life-sketch of Ramana 
Maharshi, an alphabetical index 
of topics and personalities men- 
tioned in the work would cer- 
tainly enhance the worth and 
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Since the second volume has 
appearéd after a lapse of five. 
years since the date of publica- 
tion of the first, | have yet 
another suggestion to make. As 
there are 273 letters in all (the 
first and the second volume ac- 
count for 135 letters) the re- 
maining 138 letters could be - 
published in a single volume. 
This ensures the continued in- 
terest of the reader, the facility 
to verify things readily and in- 
spires enthusiasm. The letters 
could be numbered serially. 


The translator's work has 
received the deserved respect of 
the printer, too. It is very rarely 
that we come across a printer 
who does his work with devo- 
tion. The. Proprietor of the 
Prabha Printing House needs to 
be congratulated on the format 
of the book, the types used and 
the quality of the paper chosen. 
The spirit that haunts a printing 
house since Caxton's time is 
conspicuously absent. That 
makes for easy, happy and satis- 
fying reading. 


Dr. Narayanan's book 
deserves to be owned and read 
by every Kannadiga. 


— N. Nanjunda Sastry 
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